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FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO 

This is the time of year 
that we come together as a 
Jewish community for many 

reasons. Of course, our faith 
and heritage bring us together 

for the High Holidays in just a few weeks. Many 
of us have special meals, attend services, and our 
favorite gathering, break the fast! We spend meal 
times in our Sukkot and even dance with the Torahs 
on Simchat Torah. The Jewish people are a “WE” 
community!

But it’s not just our family or faith that connects us 
together. We also have our collective culture, our 
involved Jewish community, our shared history, 
our Jewish identity, our love of food and laughter, 
and our desire to be with other Jews, in happiness 
and sadness.  For the Federation, it is our desire 
to provide engaging programs and supportive 
services to our community. It is our obligation, our 
duty - our commandment (mitzvah) – to provide 
these opportunities for everyone in the Jewish 
community. This is where the “WE” becomes so 
powerful. 

Your Jewish Federation plays a significant role in 
our community’s life. It is where the generalized 
“we” of any group comes together under the power 
of the “WE” collective, the Jewish community. It 
is because of you, and your financial generosity, 
that allows the Federation to have a life-changing 
impact in our community. At its core, this is your 
Chattanooga Jewish Federation:

The heart of the Jewish community
Strengthening & supporting Jewish life in 
Chattanooga, Israel & around the world
Transforming generosity into meaningful 
impact
Turning shared values into collective action
A bridge between people and purpose
Strengthening Jewish identity
Creating connections and friendships
The safety net for all those in need
Supporting the community beyond programs 
& services
Building a vibrant TODAY and for future 
generations

We meet these goals by providing a vibrant array 

of programs and services. We do this through your 
annual financial investment of the Federation. What 
can your dollars do?

$36 – Provides a child with a monthly Jewish book 
through PJ Library 
$72 - Provides two roundtrip transportation rides to 
a community member 
$100 – Pays for 1 month of mitzvah meals for a 
community member
$180 – Provides Shabbat Dinner for one NextGen 
(ages 21-40) gathering
$250 – Provides scholarship for a Jewish student to 
attend Aleph Bet for two months
$500 – Provides five social service encounters from 
social worker or nurse
$1,000 – Underwrites our Jew Crew teen 
programming  

Rather than just a one-time gift – which of course 
is appreciated – I ask that you consider a monthly 
gift for the annual campaign. It’s an easier way to 
budget for yourself while your community impact 
grows exponentially:

$30/month – provides emergency aid to Jews in 
Ukraine, Israel, or anywhere in the world
$72/month – Provides art supplies for Aleph Bet 
students for 6 months
$100/month – Provides a scholarship for a child to 
attend Jewish summer camp
$150/month - provides on-site security training and 
educational opportunity for staff and community 
members.
$200/month – Helps make a community program/
dinner possible
$360/month – Helps provide a meaningful 
antisemitism awareness program

You get the point. Your gift is needed. Your gift 
is valued. Your gift has an impact.  Thank you in 
advance for supporting the mission of your Jewish 
Federation.  Together we turn You + Me into WE.

You + Me = We

Michael Dzik
Michael Dzik   
mdzik@jewishchattanooga.org | (423) 893-5443
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BOARD CO-CHAIRS
Gene and Amy Boulware

Listen to the Music of Our Community
There is a song that has followed 

me through every season of my life. 
Not because it was written for me, but 

because it asks the question I have spent decades 
trying to answer: what does it mean to belong to 
something larger than yourself?

This year, Chattanooga’s Jewish Federation launches 
its annual fundraising campaign under a theme that 
feels almost too personal to be coincidence: “My 
Federation to the Tune of My Generation.” Inspired 
by The Who’s anthem of identity and belonging, the 
campaign asks each of us to consider not just what 
we give, but who we are when we give it. It asks 
us to listen—to the music of our community, to the 
voices that came before us, and to the ones we are 
responsible for now.

I am writing this with a heart that is both full and 
broken. My father, Irv Ginsburg, passed away 
recently. For those who knew him, this is not just 
a loss to our family; it is a loss to the entire Jewish 
community of Chattanooga and beyond. Dad was 
a man who sought people. He sought connection. 
He sought the quiet, persistent work of making the 
world a little more just, a little more kind, a little more 
whole.

Dad believed, with every fiber of his being, in tikkun 
olam — the repair of the world. Not as an abstract 
ideal, but as a daily practice. He volunteered his time 
without fanfare. He showed up. He remembered 
names. He asked how you were doing, and he meant 
it. Whether he was organizing a community meal, 
visiting someone in the hospital, or simply sitting 
with a friend who needed to talk, Irv understood that 
the most powerful form of advocacy is presence.  I 
knew this was true about my dad, but since his 
passing it has become even more evident to me. I 
have received multiple calls, texts, and emails about 
things my dad did for others that I had no idea about. 
Tikkun olam to dad was not a grand gesture. It was 
a thousand small acts of connection, repeated with 
intention, over a lifetime. 

When I think about my father now, I hear music. 
Not necessarily The Who, but I hear the music of 
our community: the laughter at a Federation event, 
the prayers at Shabbat, the quiet conversations in 
hallways that turn strangers into family.

That is what this campaign is about. “My Federation 
to the Tune of My Generation” is not just a clever 
play on a classic song. It is an invitation to consider 
what your generation — your life, your values, your 
legacy — sounds like when it is expressed through 
the work of the Federation. It is an invitation to ask: 
what song am I singing with my time, my resources, 
and my heart?

My father taught me that Jewish life is not something 
you inherit; it is something you build together, every 
single day. He taught me that advocacy is not a title 
or a position—it is a posture. It is the willingness to 
stand with others, to listen before speaking, and to 
act before asking for credit.

As co-president of the Jewish Federation in 
Chattanooga, I carry that lesson with me into every 
meeting, every decision, and every conversation 
about our future. This year’s campaign is not just 
about raising funds — though the funds are vital, and 
the needs in our community are real. It is about raising 
consciousness. It is about asking each member of our 
community to consider what kind of legacy they want 
to leave, and how the Federation can help them build 
it.
Irv Ginsburg lived a life of connection. He believed 
that the strength of a community is measured not 
by its buildings or its budgets, but by the depth of 
its relationships. He believed in tikkun olam not as 
a distant goal, but as a present reality—something 
we create together, one conversation, one act of 
kindness, and one gift of support at a time.
This campaign is my way of honoring him. It is my 
way of saying: the work continues. The music plays 
on. And each of us has a part to sing.
I invite you to join me. Join me in remembering 
Irv — not with silence, but with action. Join me in 
supporting the Federation’s annual campaign, not 
out of obligation, but out of conviction. Join me in 
believing that our generation, like every generation 
before it, has something beautiful and necessary to 
contribute to the song of Jewish life in Chattanooga.



4

FROM THE CHIEF IMPACT OFFICER
Ann Treadwell atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.org • 493-0270 ext 4

Israel: Make No Mistake – It is About People
Let’s talk about how your 

campaign dollars support Israel. 
No, our dollars do not support the 

government, politics, or the military. Israel, like us, is 
a democracy and their government has the right to 
make decisions that we may or may not agree with. 
Our Jewish Federation supports the people of Israel. 

For more than a decade the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Chattanooga has supported two important 
people-to-people Israel-based programs. The 
Shlichim program’s mission is to build a living bridge 
to the people of Israel by sharing the collective 
Jewish heritage, promoting Israeli experiences, 
and speaking authentically about faith and culture. 
This year if you have spent any time at the Jewish 
Cultural Center you probably have bumped into 
Linor Shirinov, our current shlicha. Linor is the 11th 
cultural emissary to spend a year or more with us. 

We stay in touch with our past shlichim, our extended 
family, and most of them have returned to visit at 
least once after their shlichut. If you want to know 
what and how they are doing, please ask us. Here 
are a few updates on our extended family: Ofer (#10) 
was here for a week in August. Einav (#2) is mother 
to two sons and is Head of Public Transportation 
Planning, JTMT – Jerusalem Transportation. Shiran 
(#5) is our matchmaker introducing Inbal (#8) to 
her now husband Guy, who she married in August. 
Raoul (#1) develops educational programs, lectures, 
and events for the American Jewish community, 
with affiliations including Check Point Software 
and the University of Haifa. He is the father to four 
children and lives in Hadera, our Israeli partnership 
community.

An Israeli partnership? The Federation P2G program 
is a consortium of ten Southeastern U.S. cities and 
the Hadera-Eiron Region in Israel. P2G strives to 
develop deep connections between people with on-
going and meaningful engagement based on shared 
Jewish identity.  Our partnership just celebrated 
its 25th year.  The annual Summit was held in 
Richmond, Virginia in August. The CEO, a Program 
Professional, and a Lay Leader from each city and 
Israel participate. This year Randi Weiss, Chair of our 
Israel Committee, was our lay leader. At the Summit 

we discussed target-age audiences, impact of our 
dollars both in Israel and in each community, and set 
a menu of experiences available for the next year. 
Watch the Shofar and our community e-mails as we 
begin to recruit for different activities.

What can you do now to be part of the people-
to-people movement? Five Israeli teens and their 
chaperone that are part of P2G will be in Chattanooga 
from Monday, Sept. 28 and leave after breakfast on 
Oct. 1. On the 28th. starting after school through 
dinner time, we invite all children and teens for a fun 
dinner with the Israelis. Details are being worked 
out now and will be sent in an e-mail, but now is the 
time to let us know of your interest. On Tuesday, 
September 29 we will have a community dinner. 
Linor, our current shlicha, will interview the teens. We 
will learn about their backgrounds, their interests, 
and their dreams. You will have the opportunity to 
ask them questions. Also, on Tuesday and some of 
Wednesday the teens will be tourists in Chattanooga 
learning about our history, and how Chattanooga 
embodies Judaism. Remember this is also the week 
of Sukkot. If you would like to host the teens for 
lunch, or an afternoon snack in your sukkah, just let 
us know. They will also have the opportunity to work 
with us on a volunteer project while here. 

Our Federation, your campaign dollars, supports 
people through people-to-people engagement. 
Please consider this as you make your pledge.

Mazal Tov to former Shlicha, 
Inbal Lev, on her wedding

with now husband,
Guy Ehrenberg.

Chattanooga Shlichim together 
at the wedding. From left to 

right: Shiran Amir, Chen Dahan 
and Linor Shirinov.
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FROM THE SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
Lorri Lipski llipski@jewishchattanooga.org • (423) 893-9241

Do you have a bucket list? Are 
there things that you have always 

wanted to do? There’s a lot of debate 
about the concept of a bucket list…if you don’t tick 
off the items, you have failed at your goal. If you do 
one of the items on your list, you might find that the 
Taj Mahal isn’t as pristine as it looks in the pictures, 
and on your tour day, it’s hot, you are hungry, and you 
now have a headache. The vision of your bucket list 
experience isn’t the same as the actual experience…
Well, I guess I will find out. 

Kevin and I have made an exciting, while also scary, 
decision to sell (almost) everything and travel around 
the country! Is it the right time? We will never know. 
But we do know that tomorrow isn’t promised. 

My goal is to ensure a smooth transition as we find 
a new Social Services Director.  I have been working 
with Katrina, our new Nurse Advocate, to show her as 
much as I can about our department, and she is doing 
a great job learning. I will truly miss the love and joy 
that being a part of this community has provided. I 
treasure all the memories and experiences that I have 
from the Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga. 
I will forever be grateful for how you all cradled our 
family in our darkest hours. 

Thank you for your kindness, your support, and the 
privilege of being part of this incredible community. 
I will carry you with me wherever this journey leads.

Thank You

In early August, our Social Services Director, 
Lorri Lipski, announced that she will be leaving 
her position at the Federation. As empty-
nesters, Lorri and Kevin are fulfilling their dream 
of RV travel throughout the United States. 
The timing and opportunity was right for their 
family. I am very thankful for her 4+ years of 
service; she will be dearly missed. Her last day 
at the Federation is September 10. 

Lorri has added structure, professionalism, and 
diverse programming during her time at the 
Federation. Internally, she has modernized our 
documentation processes. She uses an online 
calendaring system to lead our team of drivers 
and has also used technology to her advantage 
each year during Medicare-D enrollments. Lorri 
started our weekly Coffee and Conversations on 
Fridays and has done walk/drive Chattanooga 
as educational and healthy outings. Along with 
our nurse, she has spearheaded several special 
luncheons including “Before I go” and “Brain 
Health.”  Seeing a need for a grief support 
group, Lorri created one which is now ongoing 
for three years. Lorri initiated a partnership 
with our local Legal Aid and has offered free 
quarterly sessions for community members 
ages 60+. And of course, her creativity has 
shown bright for the many adult camps!  

I am grateful for Lorri’s fun-loving and 
adventurous personality and the many 
connections she’s made with you, our Jewish 
community members. Equally, I am excited 
for Lorri and all that lies ahead for her and her 
husband (Kevin), while at the same time feeling 
the sadness that comes with saying goodbye 
to someone who has meant so much to our 
community.

-Michael
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Leanne Santiago, Transportation Special-
ist, is an outdoor enthusiast who enjoys 
hunting, fishing, and riding motorcycles. 
She is a proud mother of four children, 
three bonus children, and grandmother to 
twelve grandchildren, cherishing the time 
she spends with her large and growing 
family. She now calls Chattanooga home 
and enjoys the lifestyle, scenery, and 
community that first drew her to the city. 

Katrina Miller, LPN, Community Nurse 
Advocate, has lived in the Chattanooga 
area for 45 years. She has worked in 
various settings during her career, most 
recently, University Surgical Associates as 
a Pre/Post Op Nurse in the Special Proce-
dures Department for Vascular Surgery for 
15 years under the direct supervision of 
Dr. Charles Joels and Dr. Michael Greer. 
Prior to this she was a Case Manager at 
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital for 5 
years. She has cared for patients in acute 
care, as well as end of life care settings.
Katrina is married and lives on Signal 
Mountain. She has a daughter and grand-
children. She enjoys cooking, horseback 
riding, boating, walking, and social events.

SOCIAL SERVICES NEW HIRES

CONDOLENCES
We extend our sincere condolences to… 

…the family and friends of Joyce Thomas, who died on 
July 6, 2026. Joyce was predeceased by her husband, 
Bond; and her son, Gregory Smith. She is survived by 
her children, Brad (Sandy) Fine and Amy (Craig) Blafler; 
her daughter-in-law Diane Smith;  her sisters Betty 
Smitherman and Sharon Scheir; and many grandchildren. 
…the family and friends of Harvey J. Weiss, who died on 
June 3, 2026, at the age of 83; He was born in New York 
and was a resident of Chattanooga, Tennessee.  
…the family and friends of Michael Robert Shalett, Sr., 
who died on June 2, 2026. He is survived by his wife, 
Lori Shalett. 
…the family and friends of Marshall “Yogi” Center, who 
died on May 31, 2026. Marshall “Yogi” is preceded in 
death by his parents, Louis “Lou” and Fannie Winer 
Center; sister, Helen Center; and brother, Morton 
Center. He is survived by daughters, April (Desucre 
Guzman) Center, Natalie (John Owsley) Center Owsley; 
grandchildren, Scott Owsley, Abigail Owsley, Andrew 
Maddox, Owen Maddox, Francisco Guzman, and Oliver 
Guzman; partner in life, Ginger White; nieces, Alyson 
Silverman, Fran Moss, and Marla Krohn; sister-in-law 
Anna Flynn; nieces, nephews, grand nieces and grand 
nephews;  
…the family and friends of Phyllis Shavin, who died on 
May 30, 2026. Phyllis was predeceased by her husband, 
Norman; her longtime companion, Alvin Boskoff; and 
by her great grandson, Jack Menachem Samuels. Phyllis 
is survived by her daughter, Julie (Harry) Shavin, son, 
Mark (Marla) Shavin, daughter, Dana (Daryl) Shavin; 
grandchildren, Leah (Omar) Katz, Jesse Katz, Amadea 
Katz, Naomi (Ben) Shavin, Adam Shavin, Sarah Shavin; 
and great granddaughter November Black.

Mazal Tov 
… Rachel Riefler, who won two Gold Medals in 

swimming at the 2026 Special Olympics.
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SHLICHIM PROGRAM
Linor Shirinov Federation   
israel@jewishchattanooga.org • (423) 385-0098

Looking Forward to Year Two
As I write this, my suitcase is 

open on the floor. In just a couple 
of days, I’ll be boarding a flight back to 

Israel for the first time since beginning my Shlichut. 
By the time you’re reading this, I’ll already be back 
in Chattanooga, starting my second year with our 
incredible community.

It’s a strange feeling to prepare for both a 
homecoming and a return home.

When I first arrived in Chattanooga a year ago, 
everything was new. New people, new traditions, 
new routines, and a new role that carried both 
excitement and responsibility. I wasn’t sure exactly 
what this year would look like, but I hoped to build 
genuine relationships, create meaningful programs, 
and share a piece of Israel with all of you.

Looking back, I realize that this year became so much 
more than I expected.

Together we’ve celebrated holidays, learned Hebrew, 
danced, shared meals, had difficult conversations, 
laughed, asked questions, and created memories. 
I’ve had the privilege of meeting people from every 
generation - children discovering Israel for the first 
time, teenagers asking thoughtful questions, parents 
sharing their own connections, and community 
members who have welcomed me with warmth from 
day one.

Many people think a Shlichut is about representing 
Israel. While that is certainly part of it, I’ve learned 
that it’s just as much about listening as it is about 
speaking. I’ve learned about Chattanooga’s Jewish 
history, your family stories, your traditions, and 
the unique ways Jewish life flourishes here. Every 
conversation has reminded me that our global 
Jewish community is strongest when we learn from 
one another.

This visit to Israel comes at a meaningful moment. I’ll 
have the opportunity to hug my family, see friends, 
hear Hebrew everywhere I go, and reconnect with 
the places that shaped me. I know I’ll return with 
renewed energy, new stories, and, hopefully, a 
suitcase that’s just a little too full.
But one thing has changed since I first arrived in 
Tennessee: Chattanooga no longer feels unfamiliar. 
It has become a place filled with people I care about 

deeply. There are faces I look forward to seeing, 
programs I’m excited to continue, and a community 
that has become an important part of my life.

I’m especially excited for what lies ahead this fall. In 
September, we’ll kick things off with Beer (He)brew, 
a new Hebrew class that brings language learning 
into a fun and relaxed social setting, along with Yoga 
& Brunch for our NextGen community - a chance to 
connect, recharge, and simply enjoy being together. 
Then, as we approach October 7, we’ll gather for 
a Taste Of Memories program, honoring those we 
lost by sharing recipes and the stories behind them. 
It will be an opportunity to remember, reflect, and 
remind ourselves that even in times of grief, coming 
together as a community is one of our greatest 
sources of strength.

Thank you for welcoming me, for trusting me, for 
teaching me, and for allowing me to share this 
experience with you. Your kindness has made this 
year unforgettable, and I’m excited for everything 
that lies ahead.

Here’s to another year of learning, celebrating, asking 
questions, strengthening our connection to Israel, 
and continuing to build this wonderful community 
together.

I’m looking forward to seeing all of you very soon. 
Welcome to Year Two.



8



9

WELCOME NEW ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

Hi, Chattanooga!

I’m Leslie McClain-Jackson, the new Engagement Manager at the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Chattanooga, and I am genuinely so excited to be here.

A big part of my role is helping people connect — with each other, with 
opportunities to get involved, and with the Jewish community as a whole. 
I’ll be working with JewCrew, NextGen, Middle Chai, SAGE, newcomers, 
volunteers, young families, and community partners, which means I get to 
spend a lot of my time doing one of my favorite things: bringing people 
together.

This role feels especially meaningful to me because I’m still fairly new to 
the Chattanooga Jewish community myself. My husband, Eric, and I moved 
here in December 2024, and from the beginning, I was welcomed with such 
kindness and openness. That made a huge impression on me. I want to bring that same energy to people 
who are brand new to the community, while also finding new ways to engage those who have been part of 
Jewish Chattanooga for years.

Chattanooga is quickly becoming home for us in every sense of the word. We’re even getting ready to buy 
and move into our first home this August, which makes this season of life feel especially exciting.

Before joining the Federation, I spent more than ten years working in advocacy, communications, 
family support, and community service. I graduated from Dalton State College in 2021 with a degree in 
Communications and earned my Juris Master from Florida State University College of Law in 2025. Much 
of my professional life has centered around people — listening to them, advocating for them, connecting 
them with resources, and helping them feel supported — so stepping into an engagement role feels like a 
very natural next chapter.

There is a lot I’m excited to work on. I would love to create 
more volunteer opportunities both within our Jewish 
community and throughout Chattanooga, continue making 
our community welcoming for newcomers, and plan events 
for JewCrew, NextGen, Middle Chai, and SAGE.

More than anything, though, I’m excited about helping 
people find their place in our Jewish community. That might 
look like showing up to your first event, meeting people in 
the same stage of life, finding a volunteer opportunity you 
care about, reconnecting with the community, or simply 
realizing, “Hey, these are my people.”

Outside of work, I love photography, theatre, reading, 
Jewish learning, and anything that gives me an excuse to 
plan something fun. Eric and I also have a house full of pets, 
so there is rarely a dull moment at home.

If you see me at an event, please come say hi! And if you 
have an idea, want to get involved, are new to town, or just 
want to grab coffee and chat, I would love to hear from you.
I’m so excited for what’s ahead and even more excited to get 
to know all of you.
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BRUNCH • DINNER • FULL BAR

FRESH
MOZZ &
BURRATA
PIZZA
WITH CALYBRIAN
PEPPERS & A HONEY
SEEDED CRUST

CHOCOLATE
CAKE
SERVED WITH CLUMPIES
ICE CREAM

‘TOT’CHOS
HOUSEMADE TATER
TOTS BAKED & TOPPED
WITH BLACK BEANS,
PICO, CHEESE & CREMA

VISIT US TODAY AT 1705 MARKET ST

JOIN US FOR DINNER!

JEWISH FEDERATION LIBERTY BELL
Chattanooga and Hamilton County launched a public art and civic project to display 50 commemorative 

metal cutout Liberty Bell silhouettes manufactured and donated by Siskin Steel.
This is your Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga’s bell.

Judy Mogul Bonnie Stoloff
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ALEPH BET ART SALE FUNDRAISER
Aleph Bet has officially rescheduled it’s art fundraiser!!! 

And we need everyones support!
 

It’s very simple – All artwork for sale will be on display at the Jewish
Cultural Center beginning Tuesday, September 1. Come by early and often

to bid as all items will be silent auction.
 

Then join us Thursday, September 17 at 5:30PM for a reception in the lobby
as we take final silent auction bids – which will end promptly at 6:30PM. 

 

Your walls already full? You can still support Aleph Bet with a special
donation to help the school – www.aleph-bet.org 

SEE BACK PAGE FOR MORE DETAILS

ALL ARTWORK HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY DONATED BY COMMUNITY MEMBERS

COMMUNITY
Dinner  & Conversation 

with our Israel Teens  from Hadera-Eron
(our Jewish Federation P2G Community)

Tuesday, September 29, 6PM
$15 per adult

$7 for children 7-13, Under 7 Free
Register at jewishchattanooga.org

JCC | 5461 North Terrace Road
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Jeff Balser
Robin Balser
Sam and Dana Banks
Bob and Jane Berz
David and Brenda Hodges-Binder
Gerald and Susan Brocker
Emily Campbell
Larry and Gay Cohen 
Karen Diamond and Clark White
Dr. David and Eve Drucker
Lawrence and Donna Ettkin
Ward Fleissner and Paula M. Berard
Jeff and Monica Gefter
Arona DeSure and Adam Gerson
Cristine Goldberg
Ken and Jan Goldsmith
Ival and Doris Goldstein
Joe Herron
Vivian and Martin Hershey

Owen Allen
Cora and Ted Feintuch
Michael and Jan Hanan
Michael Lohmann
Frank Miller
Irvin and Judi Pressman

Allied Eye
Bonnie and Stephen Black
Beverly Coulter
Howard and Myrna Kaplan
Candy Kruesi 
Alison and Alan Lebovitz
Vicki and Art Lewis

Andy Hodes
Alan King
Gary and Millie Lander
Charles and Betty Lebovitz
MJ Levine
Tresa and Franklin McCallie
John Miles
David Navas
Carla and Phil
Juliane Oneal
Barbara Oxenhandler
Judy Sachsman
Michael and Joan Seeber
Judy Jaeger-Stein and Dan Stein
David and Betsy Temple
Tom and Trudy Trivers
Alan and Susan Waxenberg
Dana and Richard Waxler

Shire Facial Plastic Surgery
Gil and Nancy Travis
Elaine Winer
Richard Zachary and Ruth 
Longway

Beth and Rob Lowe
Richard and Patricia Rice
Jackie and Roy Rosenfeld
Shelley and Martin Simms
Pris and Robert Siskin
Shelia St. Aubin and John Reis
Kathleen Tice

GENERAL

Apogee Wealth Partners
Chambliss, Bahner & Stopel
Chattanooga Allergy Clinic
First Horizon
Heritage Funeral Home

CORPORATE

PATRON

DIRECTOR

Kleen-a-Matic
Patton, Albertson & Miller
Smith+Howard
Wells Fargo Advisors

THANK YOU TO OUR
2026 FILM SERIES SPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OUR
2026 FILM SERIES SPONSORS
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ALEPH BET CHILDREN’S CENTER
Ayla Smith alephbet@jewishchattanooga.org • (423) 893-5486

Aleph Bet provides an educational, interactive and developmentally appropriate 
preschool program enriched by Jewish traditions and values. 

A NEW SCHOOL YEAR AT ALEPH BET

As we begin another school year at Aleph Bet Children’s Center, there is so much to look forward to! Our 
classrooms are filled with the excitement of new beginnings, familiar faces, new friendships, and countless 
opportunities to learn, grow, and play together.

We have been working hard preparing for a wonderful year ahead, with new experiences, special activities, 
family events, and meaningful learning opportunities planned throughout the year. Our goal remains the 
same: to provide a warm, nurturing environment where every child feels known, loved, and encouraged to 
grow at their own pace.

As we welcome our returning families and new families into our Aleph Bet community, we are especially grate-
ful to everyone who continues to support our school. Thank you for believing in Aleph Bet, for entrusting us 
with your children, and for allowing us to be part of your family’s journey. It is a privilege to care for and learn 
alongside your children each day.

We are also excited to continue growing our school community! Enrollment for the 2026–2027 school year 
is open, and we would love to welcome new families to Aleph Bet. If you know a family looking for a loving, 
engaging, and nurturing early childhood program, please encourage them to reach out and learn more about 
our school.

And mark your calendars! Aleph Bet’s Silent Auction will be held Sept. 17. We are looking forward to bring-
ing our community together for a fun evening to help support our school. More details will be shared soon!
Here’s to a beautiful new school year filled with learning, laughter, friendship, and lots of wonderful memories. 
We are so excited for all that this year will bring!
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We are a welcoming and inclusive 
congregation, offering worship, learning, 
social action, and social programming that 

enhances the lives of our members, helping us 
as we make choices of our lives that we might 
better ourselves and our world by our actions.

923 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37403

(423) 267-9771
 www.mizpahcongregation.org
 office@mizpahcongregation.org
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B’nai Zion’s vision is to inspire a vibrant, uplifting, 
and inclusive community connected to the

dynamic traditions of Conservative Judaism.

Celebrate and Enrich Jewish Life  6210 Airpark Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37421

(423) 894-8900
 www.bnaizioncongregation.com

 office@bzcongregation.com
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950 Vine Street
Chattanooga TN  37403

(423) 490-1106
 www.jewishchatt.com
rabbi@jewishchatt.com

Chabad is an educational organization dedicated 
to helping every Jew, regardless of background, 

affiliation, or personal level of observance, 
to increase their level of Jewish knowledge, 

enthusiasm, and commitment.

Chabad is a philosophy, a movement,
and an organization. 

Thank you to the most amazing 
staff and campers who made 

this year’s CGI the best Jewish 
experience ever! It was truly 
unforgettable, filled with fun, 

friendship and learning. We can’t 
wait to see you all again soon!

CAMP GAN ISRAEL



18

Hadassah enhances the health and lives of people
in Israel, the United States and worldwide.

By connecting and empowering Jewish women
to effect change, we are the women who do.

Now, and always, we are Hadassah.
Be proud of who you are, Hadassah women.

Judy Sachsman
& Beth Thomas

Co-Presidents of Chattanooga
Chapter of Hadassah

Hadassah is lifechanging. 
Be proud of who you are, 

Hadassah women.

When Israel opens for tourists, be ready; it will need 
us visitors! And put a trip to Israel on your 2026 
calendar for the Hadassah National Conference 
October 26-29.

Beth Thomas and
Judith Sachsman from the 
Region Hadassah meeting 

August 15-16.

On Sunday, Aug. 30, Hadassah will present a “Sweet party for a Sweet 
year”:  eat some sweets and do some sweets. Hadassah grandmas, moms, 
children and grandchildren will enjoy a life-changing intergenerational party 
as the school year begins and 5787 approaches. Randi Weiss has designed a 
project for Hadassah Hospital patients that every participant will be able to 
contribute towards.

Coming Sunday, Oct. 18:  A virtual cruise on the USS Hadassah II, visiting 
ports of call including healthy aging topics for women and men. Bev Coulter 
has started organizing this program with help from Beth Thomas, Stephanie 
DeOlloqui, Edie Weiss, Frank Miller, Judy Sachsman, Elaine Winer, and 
Richard Zachary.

As 5787 approaches, Hadassah will send out the 
High Holiday Greeting card to welcome in the New 
Year. Thank you to the countless donors who have 
helped make this project a success to contribute 
to the new Gandel Rehabilitation Center in Israel. 
And grateful appreciation for the efforts of Susan 
Leininger, Kathy Kessler, and Millie Lander who 
have helped with this project.

SWEET PARTY / SWEET YEAR

CRUISE

5787

REGION MEETING

Hadassah is the One You’ve Been Searching For!
Chattanooga was the first Hadassah chapter in the Southern Region.

Think membership in Hadassah
when you need a gift that fits every occasion.

Hadassah enhances the health and lives 
of people in Israel, the United States, and 
worldwide.  By connecting and empowering 
Jewish women to effect change, we are 
the women who do. Be proud of who are, 
Hadassah women!
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LEGACY SOCIETY

JOIN THE JEWISH FEDERATION LEGACY SOCIETY
The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who, in the tradition of our Jewish faith, wish to share their blessings 
with others by providing for the future needs of the Jewish community. There are a number of ways to contribute 
to the Jewish Federation’s Endowment through estate planning: a bequest in a will, contribution of the remainder 
of an IRA or other retirement plan, a life insurance policy, charitable remainder trust, donor advised fund, charitable 
gift annuity, piece of real estate, securities or other property, or the donation of other assets. However they 
choose to contribute, Legacy Society members can be sure that their planned gift will turn their dreams or a strong 
future Jewish community into a reality. Join today.

See how easy it is to join the Legacy Society!
Call Michael Dzik at (423) 493-0270 ext 15.

* Deceased

Thank you
for insuring
our future.

STAY INFORMED 
A full listing of monthly programs is on our website,
www.JewishChattanooga.org, where you can RSVP

Find up-to-date information about online programs, 
cancellations and changes in our:

- Weekly Community Email
- Federation Facebook Page

(Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga)
- Federation Website

(JewishChattanooga.org)
QUESTIONS? Call us! 
(423) 493-0270

CONTACT LIST
Michael Dzik
Annette McJunkin
Ann Treadwell
Linor Shirinov 
Lorri Lipski
Ayla Smith
Jake Balser
Katrina Miller, LPN
Les McClain-Jackson

Mdzik@JewishChattanooga.org
Amcjunkin@JewishChattanooga.org
Atreadwell@JewishChattanooga.org

Israel@JewishChattanooga.org
Llipski@Jewishchattanooga.org

Alephbet@JewishChattanooga.org
Federation@JewishChattanooga.org

Nurse@jewishchattanooga.org
Engagement@jewishchattanooga.org

Anonymous (2)
Allen, Amelia*
Allen, Owen
Alper, Maxine*
Balser, Jeff
Balser, Robin
Barukh, Rebecca
Bean, David* 
Bean, Margaret 
Berz, Bob
Binder, Claire
Black, Bonnie
Black, Stephen
Bogo, Jerry
Bogo, Rosalee
Bohn, Jerry*
Brooks, Ellyn
Brooks, John*
Brouner, Betsy
Brouner, Lee

Center, Austin
Center, Marilyn
Cohen, Tal
Cohn, Herb*
Cohn, Sue*
Cowan, Rob
Diamond, Karen
DiStefano, David
DiStefano, Susan
Dittus, Sandy
Dropkin, Warren
Dzik, Michael
Dzik, Paula
Fairchild, David
Frank, Estelle*
Gelburd, Alexander
    Sheldon*
Goler, Marilyn
Hanan, Jan
Hanan, Michael

Hanan, Rachel
Hanan, Victor*
Hill, J.R.
Hochman, Colman*
Hochman, Lynn
Hodes, Alvin*
Hodes, Andy
Hodes, Melody
Howard, Lynn
Israel, David
Israel, Scott
Jaffe, Dot*
Jaffe, Sam*
Lakow, Harry*
Lebovitz, Alison
Lebovitz, Alan
Lebovitz, Betty
Lebovitz, Charles
Lebovitz, Lauren
Lebovitz, Michael

Levine, Lawrence*
Lewis, Art
Lewis, Vicki 
Lowe, Beth
Lowe, Rob
Lowy, Pamela
Lowy, Sam
Malsh, Rebecca*
Nash, Ike*
Oxenhandler, Barbara
Parker, Jordan
Posternack, Warren
Pregulman, Helen
Richelson, Alan
Richelson, Miriam*
Rose, Cassie
Rose, Kevin
Rosenfeld, Jackie
Rosenfeld, Roy
Sachsman, Judy 

Schwartz, Holly 
Schwartz, Skip
Siskin, Pris
Sivils, Janet
Spector, Linda
Spector, Mark*
Spector, Mike
Susman, Gail
Susman, Joel*
Weiner, Cara
White-Dropkin, 
    Donna
Winer, David
Winer, Elaine
Winer, Finette
Winer, Sanford*
Zachary, Richard
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ALEPH BET ART SALE & FUNDRAISER

SILENT AUCTION 
IN SUPPORT OF 

ALEPH BET CHILDREN’S CENTER

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 17
RECEPTION
5:30PM
BIDS CLOSING
6:30PM

ART WILL BE ON VIEW FROM SEPTEMBER 1 - 17
DURING FEDERATION BUSINESS HOURS
5461 NORTH TERRACE ROAD


