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FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO 

Do you know what an elevator 
speech is? It’s a very short 
summary that people use to 

explain who you are, what you 
do, or what idea you’re promoting 

– usually in 30-60 seconds, the length of a brief elevator 
ride. The idea is to quickly capture someone’s interest 
and leave them wanting to know more (keep reading 
and save-the-date for Aug. 23!).

How does one translate impact into words? I’ve thought 
long and hard on what the Chattanooga Federation’s 
elevator speech could be; something concise, clear, 
engaging, and purposeful. 

My top ten Federation-isms:
•	 Heart of the local Jewish community
•	 Strengthen and support Jewish life in our community
•	 Creates connections and friendships
•	 Strengthen Jewish identity
•	 Helping and supporting those in need
•	 Transforms generosity into meaningful impact
•	 A bridge between people and purpose
•	 Turns shared values into collective action
•	 Supporting the community through the intangibles
•	 Builds a vibrant TODAY and for future generations

And then there’s the “HOW”:
•	 Cultural and educational programming
•	 Celebrations and commemorations
•	 Israel-centric programs (like the Shaliach)
•	 Community outreach and advocacy
•	      (like fighting  antisemitism)
•	 Social Services – social worker, nurse,
•	      transportation, meals
•	 Aleph Bet preschool
•	 Teen programs through Jew Crew
•	 Family programming
•	 Affinity groups such as NextGen, Middle Chai and SAGE

Do you know how the Federation was able to react 
to the tragedies of Oct. 7 within hours of hearing 
about these events? It’s because your Federation was 
active, strong and engaged with the community on 
Oct. 6. It was because of YOU, our annual donors and 
supporters who support the Federation every year.  

Do you know how the Federation was able to react 
to the antisemitic letters to the editor back on Jan. 
4, 2026? It’s because we had relationships with the 
community, and we were already a strong and vibrant 

organization on Jan. 3 (again, because of YOUR annual 
support).  

Who gets the call when there is an emergency in 
the community? Who convenes our Rabbis and 
leadership to bring our community closer together? 
Who is leading the charge in fighting antisemitism 
and creating safer spaces through security initiatives?  
Who is directly working with other cultural and 
faith communities to foster relationships?  Who is 
providing our community with a social services safety 
net? Diverse programming for all ages? The answer to 
all of these questions – your Chattanooga Federation.

This summer you will start to see information about 
the Federation’s annual campaign.  The kickoff event 
will be a community lunch and celebration on Sunday. 
Aug. 23 at the JCC. We will be highlighting many 
impactful impactful Federation-isms. I encourage 
everyone to attend - children, families, adults, seniors. 
There will be something for everyone!

The Federation isn’t a membership organization where 
you “buy” services for yourself.  It’s a community 
investment model. Your gift helps ensure that Jewish 
life, education, care for those in need, cultural 
programming, security, and future generations are 
supported—whether or not you personally use every 
program, or any program.

And, you may not directly use every service, or any 
service the Federation supports, but your financial 
generosity helps create the kind of Jewish community 
we all want to exist.  The Return on Investment 
(ROI) is a stronger, more connected community that 
wouldn’t exist without your collective support. In 
fact, the Federation works because you give not only 
for yourself, but for each other. At various times in 
life, different people benefit most. Most importantly, 
however, everyone benefits from having a vibrant, 
caring Jewish community.

When the annual campaign kicks-off in August, please 
consider making a meaningful financial gift. In so many 
ways the entire Jewish community says “thank you” 
for this vital support.  
  

Return on Investment = Impact

Michael Dzik
Michael Dzik   
mdzik@jewishchattanooga.org | (423) 893-5443
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CONDOLENCES
We extend our sincere condolences to… 

… the family and friends of Sid Wugalter, who 
died on May 17, 2026. Sid is survived by his wife, 
Charlene; children, Barbara (Jason) Bagwell, Marcy 
(Neil) Walker, Eric (Julie) Wugalter, Kelly (Brad) 
Elmore, and Craig (Christy) Mathers; grandchildren, 
Joshua and Emily Bagwell, Ryan and Jillian Walker, 
Philip and Austin Wugalter, Robert (Kim) Willis, Evan 
and Tripp Wills, Shannon (Paul) Heidrick, Christopher 
Devoid, and Amanda (Caleb) Carrier; and great-
grandchildren, Reuben, Ziva, Edison, and Charlotte

… the family and friends of Irv Ginsburg, who 
died on May 5, 2026. Irv is preceded in death by 
his wife and love of his life, Nada Ginsburg. He is 
survived by his children, Mitchell (Mira) Ginsburg, 
Amy (Gene) Boulware, and Joy (Neil Robertson) 
Ginsburg; and grandchildren, Amanda Boulware, 
Hannah (Jake Colantoni) Boulware, Samanatha 
“Sammy” Robertson, and Hess Ginsburg.
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FROM THE CHIEF IMPACT OFFICER
Ann Treadwell atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.org • 493-0270 ext 4

I’ve been thinking about what my 
grandparents would say about the 

250th Anniversary of the United States.  
Three of them came as child immigrants before 1900. 
All three of their families were looking for a better life 
and mostly were running from political prosecution. 
For example, my paternal great-grandfather fled from 
Bohemia where King Franz Joseph tried to force him 
into the military, with horrendous consequences if he 
didn’t take a role. He lost everything, family, finances, 
and his career to come to the United States. It was 
during the time that Bohemia had been absorbed into 
the Austrian Hungary Empire, filled with great unrest.  
When he got to Cleveland, Ohio with his young family 
in tow, he started over and eventually became a 
policeman at Terminal Tower greeting incoming trains 
and shepherding other immigrants from eastern 
Europe to their appropriate ethnic neighborhoods in 
Cleveland. He was not selfish. He believed in freedom.

As many of you know, I live just outside of the 
Chattahoochee National Forest. I treasure the 
beauty that surrounds me and Chattanooga. I am a 
mountain, big water person. I need the beauty of our 
surroundings to center me, to keep me grounded.

Since we are celebrating the 250th anniversary of 
the United States, I wanted to create an exhibit that 
symbolized both the physical beauty of the land and 
the beauty of our ability to have freedom, especially 

freedom of speech. Where to start….from the source 
of the song.

Did you know the lyrics to the song America the 
Beautiful was from a poem written by Katherine Lee 
Bates in 1895, after her journey to the top of Pikes 
Peak? There is one part of the full poem that inspired 
my selections for this exhibit. The last lines of this 
stanza really spoke to me.

O beautiful for glory-tale
Of liberating strife
When once and twice
For man’s avail
Men lavished precious life!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
Till selfish gain no longer stain
The banner of the free!

Curious as to what I selected? Come take a look 
beginning June 15. Better yet, come to the Sanford 
Winer Tribute Reception and Film on June 17. The 
opening film for the Chattanooga Jewish Film Series 
is The Ring.  The Ring has won 12 awards from 
Festivals around the country and the world including 
the Philadelphia Israeli Film Festival, Flint Jewish Film 
Festival, Toronto Jewish Film Festival, and many more. 
Don’t miss this free in-person screening!

America the Beautiful

6PM Dinner, $15 per person
FOREIGN POLICY SUPPER CLUB

Register – jewishchattanooga.org

Monday, June 8 - Today’s Nuclear Age
U.S. alliance skepticism may drive countries like Japan and South Korea to reconsider nuclear options. What 
are the implications of the Trump administration’s rethinking of the U.S. alliance system for regional and global 
security? Will this new uncertainty alter the way allies and rivals in various regions make decisions about security 
and nuclear weapons?
 
Monday, July 13 - Ukraine and European Security
With reduced U.S. support for NATO and Ukraine, Europe faces strategic uncertainty. The Trump administration 
has signaled an intention to reduce its security role in Europe. What are America’s stakes in NATO and Europe’s 
strategic dilemmas, and how might Europe respond?
 
Monday, August 17- Multilateral Institutions
Can multilateralism survive amid shifting global power and rising nationalism? This chapter examines the future 
of global cooperation across trade, health, and finance.
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FROM THE SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
Lorri Lipski llipski@jewishchattanooga.org • (423) 893-9241

I’ll start with the single most 
concerning topic we’re all feeling: 

gas prices. There are many indicators we 
can watch to see what the market is doing: consumer 
sentiment, labor market, supply constraints…and 
one of my favorites, the Lipstick index: an economic 
theory suggesting that lipstick sales increase during 
economic downturns, as consumers substitute 
expensive luxury items for affordable indulgences. 
All things to keep an eye on, but let’s focus on 
practical ways to navigate the financial stressors 
many of us are facing.

At the Jewish Federation, we offer budget reviews 
to anyone who is requesting financial assistance. 
People are often surprised when they see how their 
bills add up—seeing it on paper makes things clear. 
Michael, Annette, and the Finance Committee 
review the Federation’s budget monthly to monitor 
the Federation’s financial health. We do the same as 
a family; it’s not my favorite task, but it’s incredibly 
useful for understanding where money is going and 
whether there are better ways to use it.

As a famous financial guru explained, “A budget is 
telling your money where to go instead of wondering 
where it went.” 

I challenge you to look closely at your budget: list 
your income source(s), bills, groceries, gas, habits, 
and subscriptions…anything that you spend money 
on. And, are you saving or investing? Are you giving 

Time for a Budget Review
to the community? Are you spending more than you 
earn? If so, it may be time to scale back. As I always 
say, there are two ways to solve a money problem: 
spend less or earn more. If neither is currently 
possible, a trusted financial professional, family 
member, or friend can offer a helpful second set of 
eyes. I’m also happy to meet with you, or if you’d like 
a copy of my budget worksheet, I can email it to you!

In conclusion, if you look over your budget 
and realize you need some free or inexpensive 
activities, please make sure to check out all 
the things we have going on this summer at the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga. Some 
of our popular free events: Chair Wellness, Coffee 
& Conversations, and Drive Chattanooga (New 
in June!). We also have many low-cost activities 
(Foreign Policy Supper Club, Lunch & Learn, and 
Grown Up Summer Camp), and if the cost is an 
issue, please let me know!
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SHLICHIM PROGRAM
Linor Shirinov Federation   
israel@jewishchattanooga.org • (423) 385-0098

Meaningful Connections to Israel
Since Oct. 7th, even something 

as simple as traveling to and from 
Israel no longer feels easy. What used to 

be simple - booking a flight, planning a summer visit, 
and saying “see you soon” to family and friends, has 
become filled with uncertainty, anxiety, and emotional 
weight.

For many Israelis living abroad, summer is usually the 
season we look forward to most. It is the time to return 
home, reunite with family, hear Hebrew everywhere 
around us again, sit by the beach, and feel connected 
to the familiar rhythm of life in Israel. But this year, 
even the idea of getting on a plane feels different.

Flights are canceled or changed unexpectedly. Travel 
plans can shift overnight. Every goodbye at the 
airport feels heavier than before, and every arrival 
carries an emotional significance that is difficult to 
explain. There is always a lingering uncertainty in the 
background, a feeling many Israelis around the world 
have quietly learned to live with over the past months.

At the same time, leaving Israel has become emotional 
in a completely different way. Many people struggle 
with the feeling of physically leaving while loved ones 
remain behind. There is guilt, worry, and the constant 
desire to stay updated on everything happening back 
home. Even while far away, Israel never truly feels far 
from our minds.

As a Shlicha, I have felt this deeply myself. Living 
abroad during such a complicated time creates a 
strange balance between two worlds. Part of your 
heart is here, building community and connections, 
while another part constantly remains in Israel with 
family, friends, memories, and concern for the people 
living through difficult realities every day.

And yet, despite the challenges, there is also 
something incredibly powerful about the connection 
people continue to feel toward Israel. Even with 
uncertainty, people still try to visit family, celebrate 
holidays together, support one another, and maintain 
that connection to home. In many ways, the difficulty 
of traveling has only highlighted how meaningful 
those connections truly are.

Yet, despite all of that, I am truly looking forward to 
visiting home. Seeing my family and friends again, 

returning to some of my favorite places like the beach 
and the valley, and of course, eating as much good 
food as possible. These visits give me, and many 
other Shlichim, the opportunity to recharge after a 
busy and meaningful year, reconnect with home, and 
come back with renewed energy, inspiration, and new 
ideas to share with the community.

But before I head back to Israel, the summer here 
is already full of exciting adventures. It begins with 
Summer Camp in Michigan, followed by different 
programs and events here in the community 
throughout the summer. And maybe the part I am 
most excited about - my parents will be coming to 
visit me in Chattanooga in July. I cannot wait!

As this season comes to an end and summer begins, 
I also want to take a moment to thank everyone who 
took part in the Flowers of Hope project, as well as all 
of the programs and events we shared throughout the 
year. Seeing so many members of the community come 
together through art, conversations, celebrations, 
learning, and shared experiences has been incredibly 
meaningful to me. Every event, workshop, holiday 
gathering, and community moment reminded me 
how special this community truly is.

The Flowers of Hope project holds a very special 
meaningful a very meaningful place in my heart. Every 
flower carried a story, a memory, a prayer, or a message 
of hope, and together they became something much 
larger than an art piece - they became a reflection 
of unity, resilience, and connection. Being able to 
create and experience these moments together has 
been one of the most meaningful parts of my year 
as a Shlicha, and I am incredibly grateful for each and 
every one of you.

Flowers of Hope Project
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April’s Men’s Night Program included a delicious dinner 
and an excellent speaker, Scott Greenman, the Assistant 
Basketball Coach at UTC and a member of our community. 
We learned about the basketball program and how it 
has changed in the four years that Scott has been on 
the coaching staff. In particular we learned about the 
relatively new NIL (Name, Image, and Likeness) program 
where collegiate athletes are compensated. This causes 
a lot of turnover in the roster as athletes change schools 
frequently to earn more. We enjoyed meeting and learning 
from Scott.
 
Thank you to our co-chairs (and co-chefs), Andy Hodes 
and Joel Itskowitz, as well as our always-there volunteer, 
Roy Rosenfeld. Thank you also to Ann Treadwell and Alice 
Morgan for making this happen as well as Tasha and Dana 
who helped in the kitchen and left it clean enough so Alice 
will let us come back in August. And thank you to Ernest 
Craw for keeping us safe during the program.
 
Our next program will be on Thursday, Aug. 27 at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Federation. Grilled Shish-Kebabs are on the menu 
along with fellowship and a speaker that will be announced 
as soon as he is confirmed. As always we promise you will 
not leave hungry!                                           – Andy Hodes

MEN’S NIGHT PROGRAM – Next  Program is August 27th
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CHATTANOOGA JEWISH ARCHIVES
 
The Tennessee Holocaust Commission recently requested  information about our Jewish community from 1900 - 1945 for a project they 
are doing. The Shofar is reprinting excerpts from the document sent by the Archives committee in this and previous issues. My thanks 
go to Wes Hasden and Dr. Max Brener for their contributions to this brief history. Karen Diamond, chair, Chattanooga Jewish Archives
 
YMHA, JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER, FEDERATION AND 2 FAMILIES: The YMHA, the Young Men’s 
Hebrew Association, was established in the early 20th century to give the Jewish community the same 
opportunities as the Christian YMCA. It was a thriving center of Jewish activity, providing space and 
activities for all ages. Sports teams competed in local leagues. Countless pinochle, gin, and poker games 
were played; and social activities for teenagers, women, and men provided entertainment, especially 
since Chattanooga’s other social clubs and country clubs excluded Jewish members. The YMHA moved 
from the downtown location of 4th Street and Georgia Avenue after its location was purchased for road 
construction coming off the Veteran’s Bridge. 

A new building was built in the suburb of Brainerd in 1944 and named The Chattanooga Jewish Community 
Center. The move from downtown paralleled the move by many members of the Jewish community to 
the suburbs as their incomes rose and the city expanded. The JCC replicated many of the activities of 
the YMHA, such as swim, bowling, tennis, and basketball teams which competed in community leagues 
for many years. It was the home for social gatherings, events, meetings, and activities of the Jewish 
community. 

In 1938, Harry Miller, a prominent Jewish citizen, spearheaded the formation of the Chicago Jewish 
Welfare Federation. This eventually evolved into The Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga. 

A family with a huge impact on Chattanooga has been the Siskin family. The patriarch, Robert Siskin, 
arrived in Chattanooga just before 1900. He and a partner established a scrap iron and steel business. His 
two sons, Mose and Garrison, greatly expanded Siskin Steel and led it for many years until their son-in-law 
Merv Pregulman succeeded them. The entire family’s philanthropy was legendary. The brothers founded 
the Siskin Rehabilitation Hospital which grew to become a world-renowned center for rehabilitation. 
They were also interested in children with physical and mental disabilities and established the Siskin 
Children’s Institute, which has become a national leader in its field. It’s been said that one out of every four 
Chattanooga families has been touched in some way by the Siskin brothers’ benevolence. The brothers 
were also great benefactors of B’nai Zion and the Jewish Federation.

Another pillar of Chattanooga’s Jewish community is the Lebovitz family. Mose Lebovitz was born in 
Chattanooga in 1905. He attended public schools and was a graduate of the University of Chattanooga 
where he played varsity basketball. His first business venture was Independent Theaters. He owned 
movie theaters for both blacks and whites throughout the Tri-State region. Lebovitz was on the cusp of 
the development of shopping centers. With his son Charles and Jay Solomon, he founded Independent 
Enterprises. (Solomon later served as Jimmy Carter’s head of the GSA during his Presidency.) In the 1960s, 
Charles took over the company and renamed it CBL & Associates. The company developed properties 
throughout the country, including Chattanooga’s 3 largest malls [Eastgate, Northgate and Hamilton Place.] 
CBL became one of the largest mall property owners in the United States.

Your Archives Committee hopes you have enjoyed reading a little about our Jewish community. 
Chattanooga is an amazing city and Jews have played an important part in its evolution.  Historian 
Will Durant said, “Most of us spend too much time on the last 24 hours and too little on the last 3,000 
years.”

-Karen Diamond
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2026 High School Graduates
Olivia Center
Olivia graduated Cum Laude from Girls Preparatory School (GPS) on May 16, 2026. She was involved 
in National Honor Society, Co-President French Honor Society, Blue Key Honor Society for service and 
volunteerism, and received an award for excellence in dramatic arts and the Eula Lea Jarnagin Love of 
Language award for French. Olivia will be attending Lafayette College and double majoring in Theater 
and Computer Science and was awarded the full-tuition Marquis Fellowship.

Ava Raber 
Ava Raber graduated from Baylor School on May 23rd, 2026. She will be attending Gettysburg College in 
Pennsylvania this fall. She will be majoring in History and double minoring in Jewish studies and German 
studies. She plans to study abroad in Germany during her time in college and travel with birthright Israel 
through Gettysburg Hillel.

Eden Lewis
Eden Lewis graduated from Chattanooga High School Center for Creative Arts (CCA). He will continue 
to pursue his passion for theatre in the BFA acting program at Northern Illinois University in Dekalb, IL. 
During his time in high school, he collected many stage credits at his school, at the Signal Mountain 
Playhouse, and at the Chattanooga Theatre Center. He also worked for three years as a madrich in the 
Machanooga religious school. He looks forward to making regular visits to Chicago and becoming 
involved in the theatre scene in the surrounding area.

 Jewish Federation Hiring!
Engagement Manager & Community Nurse Advocate

Engagement Manager - The Engagement Manager’s priority is to connect with our younger community 
members – but also plays a key role in overall outreach, programming, and building relationships with 
families, individuals, teens, and newcomers. The Engagement Manager will help create strong connections 
and ensure everyone has meaningful experiences in our community. The ideal candidate should be 
highly organized, proactive, a good communicator, people focused and confident managing multiple 
stakeholders in a community environment. Full-time, includes benefits. 
 
Nurse - The Jewish Community Nurse works directly with the Director of Social Services to assess the 
health needs of the Jewish community, both individually and collectively, and helps provide education, 
support, referrals, visitation and volunteer training. The nurse also visits community members in their 
homes and/or throughout the community (doctor appointments, hospitals, etc), makes check-in calls, and 
provides overall advocacy for each client. The position is approximately 15 hours per week with a flexible 
schedule.  

Resume and Cover letter for either position should be sent to Michael Dzik, mdzik@jewishchattanooga.org. 
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BRUNCH • DINNER • FULL BAR

FRESH
MOZZ &
BURRATA
PIZZA
WITH CALYBRIAN
PEPPERS & A HONEY
SEEDED CRUST

CHOCOLATE
CAKE
SERVED WITH CLUMPIES
ICE CREAM

‘TOT’CHOS
HOUSEMADE TATER
TOTS BAKED & TOPPED
WITH BLACK BEANS,
PICO, CHEESE & CREMA

VISIT US TODAY AT 1705 MARKET ST

JOIN US FOR DINNER!

America the Beautiful

June 15 – August 14, 2026
Gallery Hours: Monday – Thursday 9am – 5pm

Friday 9am – 3pm or by appointment

Untitled 
Tom Cory

Color Photograph

Captain America
Howard Skrill

Pastel and Pencil on Paper

MEN'S
NIGHT

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 AT 6PM
$15 - INLCUDES DINNER

SPEAKER TBA

REGISTER AT JEWISHCHATTANOOGA.ORG
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DRIVE-IN

JUNE 27, 2026 AT 9PM

HAVDALLAH & MOVIES UNDER THE STARS
FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR CAR!

POPCORN & DRINKS ON US!
COST: $10

Jewishchattanooga.org AVAILABLE NOW AT:

5 4 6 1  N  T e r r a c e  R d . ( A K A )  T h e  J e w i s h
F e d e r a t i o n  O f  G r e a t e r  C h a t t a n o o g a

Israeli movie Night 

JUNE 25TH
11:30 AM

CİTY CAFE
1PM PİNBALL

MUSEUM

CİTY CAFE: 511 BROAD STREET
PİNBALL MUSEUM: 409 BROAD STREET
REGİSTER: JEWİSHCHATTANOOGA.ORG

P İNBALL  MUSEUMP İNBALL  MUSEUMP İNBALL  MUSEUM

LunchLunch

&&
Lunch

&

SAGE GROUP

T İCKETS  A
T

REDUCED  P R İCE

O F  $ 1
0

Chair wellness
Senior Safety demo
“Chair Volleyball”

Activities :

Themed Lunches

Study the Arts: 
Contemporary-Classic film 
Live music
Artist in Residence 

GROWN UPGROWN UP

SUMMER CAMPSUMMER CAMP

GROWN UP
SUMMER CAMP

Thursday, June 11, 10:30-2:00
Thursday, July 16, 10:30-2:00
Thursday, August 13, 10:30-2:00

Register Now

423-493-0270

www.jewishchattanooga.org

5461 North Terrace Road

$20  per
session

Join Lorri & a special tour guide as we
explore neighborhood history in our city!

Wednesdays in June
at 10:30

June 3 (Brainerd Area)
June 10 (Downtown)

June 17 (Brainerd Area)
June 24 (Downtown)

Drive
Chattanooga

Seating is limited!
RSVP to llipski@jewishchattanooga.com 

Departure will be from Jewish Cultural Center

Bring a few bucks in the event we need ice cream.



13

The Ring (Sanford Winer Tribute Film)
Wednesday, June 17, 6 PM Reception, 7 PM Film
June 17 through 19 Virtual
Everyone welcome: no cost
A religious man with a strong bond to his mother,
a Holocaust survivor. When the mother's health
deteriorates, he travels to her old hometown,
Budapest to search for the mythological ring that
saved her life in the past. 
122 mins, Hebrew and Hungarian with English subtitles

Malachi
Sunday, June 21, 4 PM in-person
June 21 through 26 Virtual
Born with a rare facial deformity and
abandoned at birth, his life takes an
unexpected turn when a midwife and her
family decide to foster him. His biological
parents confront their decision, navigating
guilt, responsibility, and the possibility 
of redemption. 
51 mins, Hebrew with English subtitles

For the Love of a Woman
Sunday, June 28, 4 PM in-person 
June 28 through July 3 Virtual
A tormented American in her forties, receives a
letter after the death of her mother: she must
find a woman who lived in the 30s in Palestine
and keeps a secret about her life. She begins her
search in Israel helped by a university professor
with a particular background. 117 mins, English 

19th Annual Chattanooga Jewish Film Series

The Road Between Us
Sunday, July 5, 4 PM in-person
July 5 through July 10 Virtual
Grandfather and retired Israeli general
Noam Tibon rescues his family from
Hamas terrorists invading their home
during the October 7, 2023 massacre - a
coordinated assault on Israel sparking an
ongoing conflict.
95 mins, Hebrew, English with subtitles
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The Soundman
Sunday, July 12, 4 PM in-person
July 12 through July 17 Virtual
In 1940, as the world teeters on the brink of
war, in the iconic Flagey building in Brussels,
from which the national radio broadcasts, the
paths of a young actress taking her first steps
in the radio play studios, and a novice sound
man with almost magical hearing, meet. 
120 mins, Dutch with English subtitles

The Last Spy
Sunday, July 19, 4 PM in-person
July 19 through July 24 Virtual
A portrait of 100-year-old CIA spymaster
Peter Sichel includes escaping Nazi Germany
as a Jewish refugee to becoming the first CIA
Station chief in post-war Berlin and a key
player in Cold War espionage. 
91 mins, German, with English and subtitles

The Sea
Sunday, July 26, 4 PM in-person
July 26 through July 31 Virtual
A 12-year-old boy from a Palestinian village, gets
the chance to see the sea for the first time in his
life on a school trip. But when they reach a
military checkpoint, the soldiers claim his
permit is invalid and send him back home, while
his classmates continue their trip. He sets out to
the sea on his own. His father, an undocumented
laborer working in Israel, searches for him
risking arrest and the loss of his livelihood. 
93 mins, Arabic, Hebrew with English subtitles

Royal Swap
Sunday, Aug. 2, 4 PM in-person
Aug. 2 through Aug. 7 Virtual
During the 1982 war in Lebanon, Palestinian
militias capture eight Israeli soldiers, but
their fate remains unknown for over a year.
Two women desperately search for their
men, each on a different side of the conflict.
Against all odds, both women become
pivotal players in a prisoner exchange deal. 
90 mins, Hebrew with English subtitles

Popcorn and a drink will be available prior to each in-person screening. $12 per person per
film., special student prices with I.D.. Sponsorships are available that include all films. 

Register: Jewishchattanooga.org
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ALEPH BET CHILDREN’S CENTER
Ayla Smith alephbet@jewishchattanooga.org • (423) 893-5486

Aleph Bet provides an educational, interactive and developmentally appropriate 
preschool program enriched by Jewish traditions and values. 

WELCOME NEW DIRECTOR!
We are excited to welcome Ayla Smith as the new Aleph Bet Director. Ayla joined the 
team on May 20 and has already hit the ground running! Ayla was born and raised in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and moved to North Georgia with her family in 2022. She recently 
married (February 2026) and bought a home in Ringgold. She is very excited about 
this new chapter in her life.

Ayla is the proud mom of 4 kids, 3 girls and 1 boy, and also has 2 dogs who keep the 
house busy and fun. In her free time, Ayla loves reading, watching movies with her 
husband, spending quality time with the kids, and taking any opportunity to visit the 
beach.

Ayla began working in childcare in 2009, and after stepping away in 2022 to focus on motherhood, she is 
eager and excited to return to a field that has always been close to her heart. Ayla spent 7 years as a lead 
teacher and 4 additional years as an early childhood assistant director. She loves building relationships with 
children and families and helping create an environment where children feel safe, loved, and excited to learn.
Ayla says, “I’m so grateful for the opportunity to join the Aleph Bet community, and I’m looking forward to 
getting to know everyone!” Please stop by Aleph Bet this summer to welcome Ayla to the Aleph Bet family.

The graduating class of Aleph Bet was asked
what they want to be when they grow up.

Tillie wants to 
be a pilot and fly 

airplanes.

Mara wants to be like 
her mommy and give 
people massages; and 

be an artist like her 
ZZ Brooke and give 

people pretty tattoos.  
And, Mara wants to 

live in Minneapolis and 
travel the world!

Ezra wants to be a 
construction worker 
building houses and 
driving an excavator 
when he grows up.

Orly wants to be a 
Rabbi like her Ima 
and Aba when she 
grows up and feed 
kids at synagogue.

Levon wants to 
dig dirt with an 

excavator and drive 
big trucks.

TILLIE BIRGHENTHAL

MARA LARGENT

EZRA BROWN

ORLY ROTENBERG

LEVON WEBB-ENOCH

CONGRATULATIONS!
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The Jewish Federation 
of Greater Chattanooga 
is one of 50 sites 
in Chattanooga to 
participate in the 
America 250 Liberty 
Bell project. Siskin Steel 
designed, fabricated, 
and donated 50 replicas 
of the Liberty Bell to be 
displayed in Hamilton 
County. A community wide scavenger hunt 
is being designed to encourage residents to 
get to know their neighbors by visiting each 
of the bells. Decorations of the bell are being 
led by Bonnie Stoloff. 

LIBERTY BELL PROJECT SAGE
“SAGE” (Senior Adults Going Everywhere) 

got together for an impromptu hike!
Hike lead by Michael Seeber

and Joan Jones 

L to R: Phil Potts, Carla Nixon,
Judy Sachsman, Jackie Schussler, Vicki Lewis, 
Mike Seeber, Joan Jones, Frank Miller, Bev 

Coulter, Richard Zachary.
Photo by: Rhonda Weiss

Mazal Tov 
…Alice Goss-Morgan on earning Worthy Matron-
of-the-Year and Secretary-of-the-Year for her work 
with the Eastern Stars. Alice’s chapter also received 
Chapter-of-the-Year.
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Special “thank you” to Leah Kaplan for her 
jump starting and grounding our Engagement 
Manager position this past year. Leah is leaving 
the Federation and pursuing other opportunities. 
Leah was the recipient of the Jewish Federation’s 
Catalyst Fellowship Grant which gave us the chance 
to develop community volunteer opportunities 
both through and outside the Jewish community. 
Many volunteers took part in the Snack Pack 
project at East Brainerd Church of Christ as well as 
two “meal cooking days”, one on Easter Sunday 
and a second at the Ronald McDonald House. Leah 
also worked with the Jew Crew and Middle Chai 
as well as helped create our SAGE affinity group 

with volunteers Marilyn Goler 
and Richard Zachary. Leah 
also helped develop several 
5th Friday opportunities for 
the community. We are deeply 
appreciative for Leah’s work 
and wish her only the best in her 
endeavors.  

THANK YOU LEAH
It has been an absolute 
honor to work with 
Jennifer Waxenberg as 
the Federation’s Nurse 
these past 2 years. Jennifer 
added her extensive RN 
knowledge to the programs 
and services the Federation 
provided including brain, 
memory, and healthy lifestyle events. She has 
been an incredible teammate to the entire 
staff, especially with our Director of Social 
Services, Lorri Lipski. Jennifer has been laser 
focused on supporting and advocating for 
our community members – making friendly 
calls and visiting community members 
wherever they may be. So many people have 
reaped the benefits of Jennifer being with the 
Federation. Although sad to see her leave, 
we are equally grateful for the opportunity to 
have worked with Jennifer these past almost 
two years and wish her only the best as her 
journey continues. She will be missed!

THANK YOU JENNIFER
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We are a welcoming and inclusive 
congregation, offering worship, learning, 
social action, and social programming that 

enhances the lives of our members, helping us 
as we make choices of our lives that we might 
better ourselves and our world by our actions.

923 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37403

(423) 267-9771
 www.mizpahcongregation.org
 office@mizpahcongregation.org

MIZPAH 
TORAH 
STUDY

9:15 am 
Shabbat

Bagels and 
lox prior -

Mizpah 
Feinstein Hall
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B’nai Zion’s vision is to inspire a vibrant, uplifting, 
and inclusive community connected to the

dynamic traditions of Conservative Judaism.

Celebrate and Enrich Jewish Life  6210 Airpark Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37421

(423) 894-8900
 www.bnaizioncongregation.com

 office@bzcongregation.com

Thanks for a Great Year of Shira v’Shulchan, see you in August!
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950 Vine Street
Chattanooga TN  37403

(423) 490-1106
 www.jewishchatt.com
rabbi@jewishchatt.com

Chabad is an educational organization dedicated 
to helping every Jew, regardless of background, 

affiliation, or personal level of observance, 
to increase their level of Jewish knowledge, 

enthusiasm, and commitment.

Chabad is a philosophy, a movement,
and an organization. 

Time flies when you are having fun — and Chabad Hebrew School 
2025/2026 was truly a year to remember!

This year, our students journeyed through two incredible programs: Torah 
Treasures and Israel Quest, which brought Judaism to life in the most exciting 
and meaningful way. From hands-on activities and creative challenges to 
interactive games and unforgettable projects, our students didn’t just learn 
about Judaism — they experienced it!

Whether exploring the treasures of the Torah, traveling through the wonders of 
Israel, competing in Kahoot challenges, building giant mitzvah projects, creating 
beautiful crafts, and diving into exciting adventures like Jewish Roblox and Tour 
VR, every week at CHS was filled with joy, friendship, and Jewish pride.

Our students also made tremendous progress in Hebrew reading through our 
top-of-the-line Aleph Champ program. They gained confidence, skills, and a 
true love for learning. Most importantly, they discovered that being Jewish is 
something exciting, meaningful, and fun.

A huge thank you to our amazing teachers, volunteers, and families who made 
this year so special. And to our wonderful students — mazal tov on an incredible 
year!

Registration for Chabad Hebrew School 2026/2027 is opening soon! We can’t 
wait for another year filled with learning, laughter, friendship, and Jewish 
memories that last a lifetime. Join the CHS family and come see why Hebrew 
School is the best part of the week!

Camp Gan Izzy is almost here and 
we truly can’t wait for another 
unforgettable summer! From the 
most amazing counselors and 
nonstop fun to incredible friendships 
and Jewish pride, our camp is packed 
with energy, warmth, and memories 
that last all year long. If you haven’t 
signed up yet, now’s the time — don’t 
miss the chance to give your child the 
best summer ever!
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Hadassah enhances the health and lives of people
in Israel, the United States and worldwide.

By connecting and empowering Jewish women
to effect change, we are the women who do.

Now, and always, we are Hadassah.
Be proud of who you are, Hadassah women.

Judy Sachsman
& Beth Thomas

Co-Presidents of Chattanooga
Chapter of Hadassah

Hadassah is lifechanging. 
Be proud of who you are, 

Hadassah women.

When Israel opens for tourists, be ready; it will 
need us visitors! May we spend next year in 
Jerusalem in 5787.  And put a trip to Israel on 
your 2026 calendar for the Hadassah National 
Conference Oct. 26-30.

On Sunday, Aug. 30, Hadassah will present a sweet party for a sweet 
year: eat some sweets and do some sweets. Hadassah grandmas, moms, 
children, and grandchildren will enjoy a lifechanging intergenerational 
party as the school year begins and 5787 approaches. Email invitations 
will go out during the summer as Randi Weiss designs a project for 
Hadassah Hospital patients.

Coming Sunday, Oct. 18: A virtual cruise on the USS Hadassah II, 
visiting ports of call including healthy aging topics for women and 
men. Bev Coulter has started organizing this program with help from 
Beth Thomas, Stephanie DeOlloqui, Edie Weiss, Frank Miller, Elaine 
Winer, Judy Sachsman, and Richard Zachary. 

As 5787 approaches, Hadassah will send out 
the High Holiday Greeting card information to 
welcome in the New Year. Donors will receive 
instructions for how they want their names to 
be listed. Thank you to Susan Leininger and 
Kathy Kessler who are helping with this project.

SWEET PARTY / SWEET YEAR

CRUISE

5787

Hadassah is the One 
You’ve Been

Searching For!
Chattanooga was the first

Hadassah chapter
in the Southern Region.

Think membership in
Hadassah when you need a gift

that fits every occasion.

Hadassah is Lifechanging: change the life of someone you love. Offer that graduate 
membership in Hadassah! At Hadassah we believe that each of us has the power to 
change our world. Make change happen!



23

LEGACY SOCIETY

JOIN THE JEWISH FEDERATION LEGACY SOCIETY
The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who, in the tradition of our Jewish faith, wish to share their blessings 
with others by providing for the future needs of the Jewish community. There are a number of ways to contribute 
to the Jewish Federation’s Endowment through estate planning: a bequest in a will, contribution of the remainder 
of an IRA or other retirement plan, a life insurance policy, charitable remainder trust, donor advised fund, charitable 
gift annuity, piece of real estate, securities or other property, or the donation of other assets. However they 
choose to contribute, Legacy Society members can be sure that their planned gift will turn their dreams or a strong 
future Jewish community into a reality. Join today.

See how easy it is to join the Legacy Society!
Call Michael Dzik at (423) 493-0270 ext 15.

* Deceased

Thank you
for insuring
our future.

STAY INFORMED 
A full listing of monthly programs is on our website,
www.JewishChattanooga.org, where you can RSVP

Find up-to-date information about online programs, 
cancellations and changes in our:

- Weekly Community Email
- Federation Facebook Page

(Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga)
- Federation Website

(JewishChattanooga.org)
QUESTIONS? Call us! 
(423) 493-0270

CONTACT LIST
Michael Dzik 		  Mdzik@JewishChattanooga.org
Annette McJunkin 	 Amcjunkin@JewishChattanooga.org
Ann Treadwell 		  Atreadwell@JewishChattanooga.org
Linor Shirinov 		  Israel@JewishChattanooga.org
Lorri Lipski 		  Llipski@Jewishchattanooga.org
Ayla Smith 	 Alephbet@JewishChattanooga.org
Jake Balser 		  Federation@JewishChattanooga.org

Anonymous (2)
Allen, Amelia*
Allen, Owen
Alper, Maxine*
Balser, Jeff
Balser, Robin
Barukh, Rebecca
Bean, David* 
Bean, Margaret 
Berz, Bob
Binder, Claire
Black, Bonnie
Black, Stephen
Bogo, Jerry
Bogo, Rosalee
Bohn, Jerry*
Brooks, Ellyn
Brooks, John*
Brouner, Betsy
Brouner, Lee

Center, Austin
Center, Marilyn
Cohen, Tal
Cohn, Herb*
Cohn, Sue*
Cowan, Rob
Diamond, Karen
DiStefano, David
DiStefano, Susan
Dittus, Sandy
Dropkin, Warren
Dzik, Michael
Dzik, Paula
Fairchild, David
Frank, Estelle*
Gelburd, Alexander
    Sheldon*
Goler, Marilyn
Hanan, Jan
Hanan, Michael

Hanan, Rachel
Hanan, Victor*
Hill, J.R.
Hochman, Colman*
Hochman, Lynn
Hodes, Alvin*
Hodes, Andy
Hodes, Melody
Howard, Lynn
Israel, David
Israel, Scott
Jaffe, Dot*
Jaffe, Sam*
Lakow, Harry*
Lebovitz, Alison
Lebovitz, Alan
Lebovitz, Betty
Lebovitz, Charles
Lebovitz, Lauren
Lebovitz, Michael

Levine, Lawrence*
Lewis, Art
Lewis, Vicki 
Lowe, Beth
Lowe, Rob
Lowy, Pamela
Lowy, Sam
Malsh, Rebecca*
Nash, Ike*
Oxenhandler, Barbara
Parker, Jordan
Posternack, Warren
Pregulman, Helen
Richelson, Alan
Richelson, Miriam*
Rose, Cassie
Rose, Kevin
Rosenfeld, Jackie
Rosenfeld, Roy
Sachsman, Judy 

Schwartz, Holly 
Schwartz, Skip
Siskin, Pris
Sivils, Janet
Spector, Linda
Spector, Mark*
Spector, Mike
Susman, Gail
Susman, Joel*
Weiner, Cara
White-Dropkin, 
    Donna
Winer, David
Winer, Elaine
Winer, Finette
Winer, Sanford*
Zachary, Richard
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$25 PER; AGES 4 & UP

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET 
W/ VEGETARIAN OPTIONS

BAR SERVICE AVAILABLE

KID FRIENDLY

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT BY JULY 27

Lookouts 
VS

Smokies
COCA COLA 

SEATING AREA 

WITH PRIVATE

INDOOR/OUTDOOR SPACE

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

G A T E S  O P E N :  1 2 : 0 0  P M  |  L U N C H / G A M E  S T A R T S  1 : 0 0  P M  

E R L A N G E R  S T A D I U M  |  2 6 5 8  P I P E  W A Y ,  C H A T T A N O O G A ,  T N  3 7 4 0 8

JEWISHCHATTANOOGA.ORG

JEWISH FEDERATION - AN AFTERNOON AT THE LOOKOUTS


