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Since Oct. 7, 2023, Jewish
communities throughout
North America have become
more involved and engaged
Jewishly. More people are
attending events in person; more people are giving
financially to Jewish causes. There's something
special about the Jewish community - we come
together in both celebration and tragedy. We lean
on each other; we want and need to be around each
other. The metaphorical “hug” we give each other
when we attend a Jewish event is powerful, even
palpable. Our individual Jewish identity depends on
it! | believe being together as a Jewish community
is a core value of our Jewish culture. We're happier,
more supported, more connected, and feel “more
Jewish” when we're together. Its just who we are!

The power of this collective togetherness is also
one of the many values of your Chattanooga Jewish
Federation. We work hard to provide interesting and
diverse programming that brings the community
together — to sing, dance, learn - and of course,
eat! We're always looking for interesting ideas that
would bring our community together. Sometimes it’s
a more Jewish-themed event — like our Film Series,
community Chanukah party or the Yom events (Yom
HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron, Yom HaAtzmaut). Other
times it's just to be together as a Jewish community
— Motown, Broadway and our Coffee House music
nights. Sometimes we gather as a full community,
all ages; other times we break into more targeted
groups — Young Leadership or Middle Chai, for
example. No matter the reason, we are stronger
when we're together.

The Federation wants to make sure we have
supportive programs and services as well. How many
of youknow that we provide Medicare D consultations
at no cost? Did you know that the Federation offers
50+ hours of transportation each week at no cost?
Need to get to a doctor appointment, grocery
store, exercise class, or pharmacy? We're not Uber,
so you'll need to call and schedule in advance but
this is another service offered by the Federation.
We offer weekly kosher meals as well as health and
wellness opportunities through the Federation as
well (discussion groups, exercise/balance classes,
and more).
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Power Of Our Collective Community

Did you know the Federation just started a Friday
discussion group called “Coffee and Conversation”?
It's a casual conversation about current events, things
happening in one’s lives, and really anything the
group wants to discuss! No set topics. We sit in the
Federation lobby and schmooze. With 15-20 people
already attending, it's a nice and casual atmosphere
and a great way to end the week.

There are so many pieces to the Chattanooga
“community” where the Federation adds value. |
have no expectation that you will attend everything,
but | do hope there are many things for you and
everyone — as a participant and/or a volunteer. If
there’s something more the Federation can be doing
please let us know by reaching out and giving us
suggestions. A good idea and a couple volunteers
is usually all we need to bring something to reality.

Many of the programs and services are tangible
and visible. But don’t forget the many things the
Federation does that are not as tangible: fighting
antisemitism, working with local law enforcement,
building bridges with our multi-faith friends, and
much more.

And just like it is our collective responsibility to
attend and be part of the community, it is also our
collective responsibility to financially support the
happenings of the community. It is your annual
donations that allow these programs and services
- tangible and intangible - to be a vital part of our
Jewish community. | ask that you — and everyone in
our community — consider joining the hundreds of
donors who have already made their commitment.
It is this support that makes Chattanooga and our
Jewish community so incredibly special. Thank you
for being part of this unique collective responsibility

as a Jewish community.
Michael Dzik

mdzik@jewishchattanooga.com
893-5443



FROM THE BOARD CHAIR

Kenneth Goldsmith kenneth.goldsmith@gmail.com

Last month, | shared how an email
from a friend in Israel sparked

reflections on a book | was reading,
This is Happiness. My friend expressed concern for
my family after the recent hurricanes, while | worried
about him and his loved ones amid the war. These
exchanges deepened my thoughts on certain books
that resonate profoundly for a Jew navigating a world
that often feels increasingly hostile.

One of these books is Safekeep by Yael Van Der
Wouden, a novel translated from Dutch. It begins
in the Dutch province of Overijssel, where we meet
Isabel, the sole occupant of a house her family bought
from a Jewish family forced to leave because of
Hitler's rise. Isabel’s brother asks her to host his new
girlfriend, Eva, while he's away on business. Though
Isabel feels uneasy about Eva, she agrees.

As Eva settles in, Isabel’'s suspicions grow. Small
items, like her mother’s silverware and fine china, start
disappearing. Eventually, when more possessions
go missing, Isabel accuses Eva of theft and throws
her out. During their confrontation, Eva drops her
diary, and Isabel picks it up, hoping to confirm her
suspicions. Instead, she discovers that the items Eva
“stole” are actually keepsakes from Eva'’s childhood
in that very house. Eva is the youngest child of the
Jewish family that once owned it, and her family’'s
departure was far from voluntary.

Years before, Isabel had once asked her mother about
the previous owners, to which her mother replied, “If
they wanted the house, they would've come back for
it. If they cared about it, they would've come back.”
To Isabel’s mother, the house purchase was simply a
transaction, free from any moral responsibility.

This attitude is strikingly addressed in The Holocaust:
An Unfinished History by Dan Stone. Stone's
extensive research challenges the notion that the
Holocaust was solely a German atrocity, revealing
instead the pervasive collaboration happened
across Europe. His work dismantles the illusion
that bystanders like Isabel’'s mother were merely
distant participants rather than complicit actors.
Stone’s book uncovers a disturbing pattern of moral
disengagement, where people convinced themselves
they weren’t contributing to the horrors, though in
truth, indifference and antisemitism fueled support

Seek Paths Toward Reconciliation

for Nazi ideology.

But Van Der Wouden's novel offers a glimmer of
redemption. Instead of accepting her mother’s view
of the home as a mere real estate deal, Isabel comes
to recognize her family’s role in benefiting from
the displacement of Eva’s family. This realization
dawns when Isabel sees Hebrew letters scrawled on
the wall of the town’s synagogue, followed by the
notation “lsaiah 56:7.” She hurries home, pulls out
her Bible, and reads, “For my house will be called
a house of devotion for all.” With these words,
Isabel understands the depth of her family’s gain at
another’s loss.

Moved by this insight, she reaches out to Eva, inviting
her to return and reclaim a connection to the house.
Isabel’s gesture, though small, signifies a powerful
acknowledgment of the home's troubled history and
her role within it. It's a reminder that even decades
after the Holocaust, individuals can still choose
to confront past injustices and seek paths toward
reconciliation.

OFER MUSAN SHALIACH

ISRAELI
DEMOCRACY 101

A QUICK GUIDE TO
ISRAELI DEMOCRACY

DECEMBER 3RD, 2024 5:30 PM
AT THE J

5461 NORTH TERRACE ROAD

NO COST TO ATTEND

RSVP
ISRAEL@ JEWISHCHATTANOOGA.COM
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CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIR

Gene Boulware

We are so lucky to live in this
vibrant Jewish Community and to

have our amazing Federation family.
Now, | know that Thanksgiving is in the rearview.
However, | want to shout out a word of thanks to the
staff who make our Federation what it is, the Jewish
Jewel of the South! Thank you!

In a matter of weeks, we will be lighting candles,
spinning dreidels, and eating lots of latkes. We will
be making our winter vacation plans and committing
to new “resolutions”. So, think about it now. You
have a little bit of time. How are you going to make
a difference in 2025? Are you going to volunteer,

Make A Difference In 2025

inspire, lead, and support? Do you want to mentor,
educate, sponsor, or learn? How are you going to
participate within your Jewish Community? It’s truly
up to you.

Whatever you decide, the Federation is here. It is
what you make of it. So don’t be afraid to show up,
stand up, or speak up. Be counted!

Perhaps it really isn't just luck that we live in the
Jewish Jewel of the South. It could possibly be
Bashert, fate that we've all come together to build a
stronger community.

aﬁanoogo Allergy CI

Todd Levin, MD; Jessica Van Mason,
Jennifer Patel, MD; Hyman Kaplan, MD; Lee Perry, MD

423-899-0431 ¢ chattanoogaallergyclinic.com

MD; Marc Cromie, MD;




FROM THE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Ann Treadwell atreadwell@jewishchattanooga.com * 493-0270 ext 13

Learning to Punt

When | turned 10, | remember
going into a fancy women'’s clothing
store with my parents. This New York
fashion store visit occurred to help me dress for
success. My father’s secret motive was to prepare me
for a life in the Junior League by being trained at the
Sears Charm School. And yes, to become the perfect
hostess and corporate wife. Back to the store, | fell
in love with this red fox fur trimmed coat, which was
more expensive than he expected. He purchased it
for me after a “please dad,” and | was supposed to
be on my way. (Spoiler Alert: | only wore the coat
twice).

I helped my Dad as hostess at a cocktail party or two.
| dressed the part, showed off my charm school and
Junior League skills with expertise. On weekends
we went to the YWCA. It was at the Y that | was
introduced to diversity and gender politics with my
mother’s full approval. | realized my mother hated
the role of 1960s corporate housewife, and she very
subliminally started to lay the groundwork for me to
move away from that life model.

A compromise with my father’s vision for me came
while looking for colleges. My mother had her
degree in psychology and had worked in the field
before marrying my father. College was always in my
plan. My father agreed to college but wanted me to
go to Oral Roberts University to find the right mate.
One look at that college catalog and it was a definite
no for me. We compromised on Bowling Green
University in Ohio, which was close to both sets of
grandparents, allowing them to watch over what my
father was seeing as a rebellious streak. | guess the
torn blue jeans and the boyfriend drummer gave me
away. The year | was at BGSU, | was on the Dean'’s
List, studied Latin (ugh!), excelled in art classes, and
seriously considered dropping out to become a pilot.

With a major punt, | submitted my art portfolio to
the Cleveland Institute of Art without telling my
parents. | received a full scholarship. Knowing that
this was not in my father’s plans, | got a summer
job in Ohio and worked 60 hours a week, banking
almost all of it. Prior to the sophomore year’s tuition

statement going to my father, | called home from
my grandfather’s to say | had joined the CIA (just
not the one he thought) in Cleveland, and would not
be returning to Bowling Green. He was thrilled until
several months later after confessing to my mother
the truth, being allowed to return home once a year so
| wouldn’t infect my sisters. We only reconciled when
six years later he attended my college graduation,
and | clearly earned his respect for being self-reliant.

| think all of us will be doing some punting or at least
planning some changes for next year. Whether it's
family, politics, employment, or you name it, we
have to punt and pivot as the environment around us
changes. The Beat of Motownin November showed us
the history of how the African-American community
punted through the changes of the 1960s and 1970s.
Special thanks to Marilyn Goler, Helene and Steve
Weinberg, and the other volunteers who made this
community-wide, sold-out event a success. Thanks
to Angela Rose for proposing and helping with the
upcoming Family Dinner. This is a new punt for us as
a way to encourage family participation in the Jewish
Federation.

The Federation is here to assist you when you need
to punt. Maybe it’s a 5-yard punt, or maybe it's a
75-yard punt. In any case, the Federation will try to
assist you.

The Chanukah Community Candle Lighting on Dec.
30 is a way to come together as a community to
celebrate and light the future year. No need to punt
for this event. Bring your hanukkiah, and we will
supply the candles.

FOREIGN POLICY SUPPER CLUB

The High Seas Treaty T
Monday, December 9 -y
at 6pm

3
$15 for dinner

=
N

RSVP by Noon on December5 - RSVP@Jewishchétténooga.com

(s 1



FROM THE SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR
Lorri Lipski llipski@jewishchattanooga.com ¢ 893-9241

Under Construction:

If you have been near the JCC, or
anywhere in Chattanooga, you are

familiar with this scene! | was looking out
my window, trying to find inspiration for my article,
and this struck me as a topic | could translate into a
life analogy!

What do we associate with construction?

Identifying a need for change
Signs
Detours/Inconveniences
Messes!

Happiness when it’s over

How does this apply to us?

| will apply this to me as an example. Get ready, I'm
about to be very transparent!

Identifying a need for change: | noticed a few things
in my daily life that began to concern me.

Signs: | started chewing ice; | was often fatigued
throughout the day...and then one day, | craved
water. It's easy to rationalize things though - in all of
my grief literature, | understood that grieving can be
very exhausting. Eating ice was new, but | figured it
was pretty harmless if | ate the fluffy “sonic” ice. But
the day | craved water...I knew something was wrong
-- | usually only drink water when | exercise! (I know,
| know...I need to drink more water!)

Detours/Inconveniences: This prompted me to
schedule an appointment and have lab work done.

| found out that | am prediabetic, and have low iron
- among a few other things. | knew the choices | had
been making weren’t the best, but now with data in
front of me, | knew | needed to make some changes.
The signs made it clear that | needed to act and
stop making excuses. Things | had been doing so
mindlessly, | now have to pay attention to. | have to
make changes that are uncomfortable, but necessary,
like fueling my body with healthy options and getting
out and being active, instead of retreating to the
comfort of my couch.

Messes: There is a transition time; I'll make poor
choices, but that doesn’t mean | have to stay there
with that poor choice - | can pick up and keep moving
in the right direction.

Happiness when it’s over: Much like the view out of
my office window, this part is still in progress. But |
know | can’t wait to drive over the McBrien overpass
or enter the interstate at a reasonable place, just as
much as | can’t wait to enjoy my everyday life feeling
my best and knowing | am doing all | can to stay
healthy.

Goodbye Dawn!
Thanks for all of
your hard work

in our community

and beyond!
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@  SHLICHIM PROGRAM

israel@jewishchattanooga.com e (423) 385-0098

f Israeli December

" When the weather starts to
change, the bakeries fill with

sufganiyot, and Chanukahisrightaround
the corner, thisis how you know itis DecemberinIsrael.
There were some important and significant moments
in Israel’s history during the month of December. Like
in any other month in Israel, December has had its
fair share of wars and terrorist attacks. Some of these
occurred before the founding of the country in 1948.
The riots in Jerusalem occurred in 1947 as well as
the anti-Jewish riots in Aden, Yemen. The beginning
of the First Intifada in 1987 and the first Gaza War
in 2008 happened in December. December is also
remembered as a time of peace and prosperity. In
1977, Prime Minister Begin met with the Egyptian
President Saadat in Egypt, which was an important
part of the peace process between the two countries.
In 2010, the big fire in the Carmel Mountain forests
was devastating. | still remember the day it started.
The news reported on the fire all day long, following
every wind, every kibbutz that had to evacuate, and
every person who tried to help defeat the raging fire.
Sadly, 44 people were killed in one event during the
fire. This became one of the most well-known events
in Israel, the burning of the prison officers’ bus. Even
today there are a lot of unanswered questions about
that incident.

Regardless of the year, one of
the most memorable things in
December is the Nobel Prize
ceremony. In its history, 13
Israelis won a Nobel Prize. The
first winner was Shai Agnon
for Literature in 1966, and
the most recent one in 2021
was Joshua David Angrist for
Economic Sciences. In total,
Israel has won one Nobel Prize
in Literature, three Nobel Peace Prizes, six Nobel
Prizes in Chemistry, and three Nobel Memorial Prizes
in Economic Sciences.

Shai Agnon, the first
Israeli Nobel Prize winner

During the month of December, many well-known
figures were born or have died, many of whom have
left their cultural marks on Israel such as musicians,
artists, actors, and politicians. Two of the most well
regarded and historically significant people for the
founding and early years of Israel are politicians,

David Ben Gurion and Golda Meir, who passed away
during this month.

Ada Yonat, the only Israeli Woman
who won a Nobel Prize

But, the best part of December in Israel is when
Chanukah occurs. It is a time of being together
with your families, lighting the Chanukiah together,
eating sufganiyot (filled donuts) and levivot (latkes),
and playing dreidel and eating gelt. It is usually the
coldest and rainiest time of the year, at least for a few
days. Chanukah musicals for kids are part of Israeli
childhood. The best thing of all, the Festigal, is the
biggest stage show for kids in Israel that everybody
wants to attend each year.

TAK

FREE ENTRV

DECEMBER 22

AGES B-13

200 PM

AT THE J
5461 NORTH TERRACE RO

REGISTER BY DECEMBER 17
ISRAELBJEWISHCHATTANOOEA.COM




THE BEAT OF MOTOWN

T BEAT OF

(veronicajwphotography)

Attention 21-40 year olds with families
Yoo nre B#-f/’ﬁ‘:
\ I

Pasta, salad, dessert, and drinks for

") dreldel decoraling and Chanukah
el coloring sheets for the kids.
5:30pm JcC 5461 N Terrace

No cost - RSVP@|ewishchattanooga.com

ERLANGER HOSPITAL VOLUNTEER

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
DECEMBER 25TH

Given the rise in Antisemitism, it is important for the
Jewish people to demonstrate its support of the Greater
Chattanooga Community in as many ways as possible.
Our NOSHANOOGA event was an unqualified success
with more than 25 Volunteers providing food and over
1,000 members of the public attending. This Christmas
we have, once again been invited by Erlanger Hospital
to assemble our Volunteer Team to help serve Christmas
Lunch.

Please let me know (also, Richard Zachary or Bea Lurie) if
you are available to participate, indicating your
preference for the Main campus or Erlanger East, and, if
you prefer the first or second shift (10:00-Noon, or,
Noon to 2:00 PM). In addition, this year we have been
asked to provide Desserts for the Lunch service,
something we did several years ago, but haven’t done
since Covid. So, whether or not you can participate on
Christmas Day, we would appreciate it if you could
volunteer to bake or provide some Dessert items.

Contact Stephen Black at:
sblack1001@gmail.com or skibum1001@mac.com

Number to schedule a ride
T with the JCC!

423-551-3716

Please call this number and leave a voicemail with the
following information:

* Your Name
+ Date of Appointment
+ Time of Appointment ’ \

o Address of appointment. oo,

1
A driver will call you back to confirm your request. U

&

Appts should be scheduled between
9:00-3:00 Monday-Thursday

> MITZVAH
.. MEALS

OUR MEALS ARE PREPARED WITH LOVE TO NOURISH THOSE WHO
CANNOT PREPARE FOOD FOR THEMSELVES DUE TO
ILLNESS/MEDICAL EVENTS, CARETAKING & GRIEF.

WE PROVIDE A COMPLIMENTARY DELIVERY FOR ONE WEEK AS
YOU RECOVER FROM ILLMESS, SURGERY OR LIFE EVENT. YOU CAN
GIFT MITZVAH MEALS FOR YOUR FRIENDS OR FAMILY IN NEED.
DELVIERY ONLY, SLIDING FEE AVAILABLE.

* $12 PER ENTREE

CHOOSE FROM BEEF, CHICKEN, OR FISH
* $5 UPCHARGE FOR SALMON
» $8 MATZA BALL SOUP OR CHILI

All orders must be placed through the
Social Services Department.
Orders must be received by

3:00 on Thursday for delivery the
following Thursday (1 week notice).
Call or email Lorri Lipski
423-893-9241 or
llipski@jewishchattanooga.com




ALEPH BET CHIDRENS CENTER E%é
Kathryn Wilhoite alephbet@jewishchattanooga.com ¢ 893-5486 JEI

Aleph Bet provides an educational, interactive and developmentally appropriate
preschool program enriched by Jewish traditions and values.

TRUE JOY
There was a TED talk | saw years and years ago that really stuck with me. The gist of the talk was that true
joy came AFTER gratitude. Being grateful brings us joy, and | am so very aware of that in this season. Each
day | walk into our school and | am greeted by excited faces, laughter, silliness, sometimes tears, but always
so much love. | am so grateful that | get to be here every day to giggle, read stories, hug away tears, and

say prayers of gratitude. | am grateful for Aleph Bet, and have gained so much joy from that gratitude!

i

ALEPH BET
18 ENROLLING!

We currently have openings for

children ages 2 - 5. Call today to
9? schedule a tour of one of

Chattanooga's top-rated preschools!

©60

Play-based Developmental Outdoor
learning curriculum play

423-893-5486

For Mare Information
www.aleph-bet.com




Experience the magic
of Montréal-style
bagels! We bake them
fresh daily with a lot of
love <3

SMOKED SALMON

W

‘TOT’KAS LIVE MUSIC

SERVED WITH APPLESAUCE SATURDAYS
& SOUR CREAM! 5-8 PM

Cookies, Bars & Rugelach
Biscotti & Mandelbrot
Coffee Cakes

www.beilahsbakery.com
(818) 309-7523
beilahsbakeryv@gmail.com
Jessica Weiner

Use promo code JFED for 15% discount

OPEN 7 AM - 9 PM DAILY 1705 MARKET ST HONEYSEEDCHATT.COM
Advisors
HODES

& The Scenic City Team

Two Words of Advice for the Concerned
Buyer or Seller:

When you buy or sell real estate, and you want assurance that
your investment is protected, heed these two words of advice:
Andy Hodes
With his in-depth knowledge of the local market, Andy is more
than a real estate agent. He is a real estate counselor, a caring
professional who helps you make the right decisions.

Call Andy today for a free,
no-obligation consultation!

D:423-664-1818

0: 423-664-1600
Andy@AndyHodes.com
www.AndyHodes.com

GREATER CHATTANOOGA
mhnmu,mﬁhﬁ&ﬂ%ﬂjﬁﬁ& LT

Guiding investors
and their families
for over 20 years.

Warren C. Dropkin
Managing Director — Investments
Financial Advisor

Dropkin Financial Group
of Wells Fargo Advisors

;" 423-693-2306 « 800-285-4226

412 Georgia Ave, Suite 215 « Chattanooga, TN 37403
warren.dropkin@wellsfargoadvisors.com
www.wfadvisors.com/warren.dropkin

Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC Insured / NO Bank Guarantee / MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC,
Member SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo
& Company. CAR-1220-02185




Chattanooga Jewish

Jewish Cultural Center
5461 North Terrace Road

Virtual screenings available

Remembering Gene Wilder

In person January 5, virtual January 5 - January 10
A special tribute honoring Gene Wilder’s life
and career. English, 92 minutes

POWYT WSS 1y

Technion 10.02

In person January 12, virtual January 12 - January 17
The film describes the history and achievements Israel’s
Institute of Technology founded in 1912.

Hebrew, Subtitles, 77 minutes

Troll Storm

Troll Storm

In person January 19, virtual January 19 - January 24

A successful realtor and soccer mom's life is turned upside down when Neo-Nazis
unleash a troll storm against her and her family. In the face of an alarming growth
of American fascism, she finds solidarity with her community by standing up,
fighting back and ultimately filing a landmark case for the First Amendment,
setting a precedent that could shape America's future . English, 83 minutes

Four Winters

January 26 In person only

In commemoration of International Holocaust Day, January 27

Over 25,000 Jewish partisans fought back against the Nazis and
their collaborators from deep within the forests of WWII's
Eastern Europe, Ukraine and Belarus. They escaped Nazi

slaughter, transforming from young innocents to courageous

resistance fighters. English, 90 minutes

All films will screen in person on the day listed, Sunday at 2:00 p.m., and virtual access begins at noon the day
listed and ends at noon on Friday. Scheduled discussions about the film will take place virtually.
Popcorn and a drink are available for in person films. Virtual screenings must be pre-paid in advance by visiting
www.jewishchattanooga.com; you will receive the login code the morning of the listed screening.
Subscription for all 4 films is $36. One film at a time is $12.

There is no additional charge for pre-paid corporate sponsors, patrons and film sponsors.




CHATTANOOGA JEWISH FILM AND DOCUMENTARY SERIES

THANK YOU SPONSORS

CORPORATE SPONSORS

i
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GE

il

Il
WEALTH PARTNERS ""WFUNERAL HOME
EAST BRAINERD CHAPEL

Chambliss. = PY) FIRST

SMITH+HOWARD HORIZON.

CHATTANOOGA Gﬁmfﬁ ZHI'PP ml'?ﬁﬁ
Torema NI Jsi
\f CHI Memorial.

PATRONS

Kem Alexander Irvin and Judy Pressman
Owen Allen Richard and Patricia Rice
Anonymous Jacqueline and Roy Rosenfeld
David and Brenda Hodges Binder Shire Facial Plastic Surgery
Stephen and Bonnie Black Shelley and Martin Simms
Jeff and Monique Gefter Pris and Robert Siskin
Clive and Martha Kileff Kathleen Tice
Tresa and Franklin McCallie Sandra Weinbrecht
Frank Miller Elaine and Sanford Winer
Helen Pregulman Richard Zachary and Ruth Longway
SPONSORS
Robin Balser Cristine Goldberg Brian and Joan Mickles
Jeff Balser Kenneth and Jan Goldsmith Carla and Phil
Dana and Sam Banks Ival and Doris Goldstein Barbara Oxenhandler and Sheldon
Nancy Berman Michael and Jan Hanan Gelburd
Gerald and Susan Brocker Vivian and Marty Hershey Judy Sachsman
Ellyn and John Brooks Andy Hodes David and Betsy Temple
Mona Cogan Shirley Ann and Tom Husband Alan and Susan Waxenberg
Karen Diamond and Clark White Howard and Myrna Kaplan
Dr. David and Eve Drucker Gary and Millie Lander
Lawrence and Donna Ettkin Charles and Betty Lebovitz
Cora and Ted Feintuch MJ Levine

Ward Fleissner and Paula M. Berard Art and Vicki Lewis




JNF'S GLOBAL CONFERENCE FOR ISRAEL AND COLLEGE
DALLAS, TEXAS

This past weekend, | had the privilege of
attending Jewish National Funds’ Global
Conference for Israel and College Summit
in Dallas, Texas. The event brought together
high school and college students, donors,
and leaders, united in support of lIsrael
and the Jewish people. It was an incredible
opportunity to connect with Jewish leaders . i
from around the world. As the Jewish : 1 ]'e’ Pliead ¥
Identity Chair for Alpha Epsilon Pi at the - S
University of Tennessee and an active
member of Hillel, | returned to campus
inspired and equipped with new ideas and
initiatives to strengthen advocacy for Israel
and combat antisemitism.

& BRING THEM H

My connection with JNF began as a child,
decorating a tzedakah box in Sunday
School and collecting donations. Now, years
later, seeing the profound impact of this
organization firsthand was both inspiring
and humbling. From its longstanding commitment to building a stronger Israel to its recent efforts in
supporting the country after the tragic events of Oct. 7th, JNF’s work continues to amaze me.

At the conference, | had the chance to meet and connect with like-minded college students from across
the globe, many were from the United States but | met a handful of students from Israel and Costa Rica.
We discussed the climate on our respective campuses and how university administrators are addressing
antisemitism. While I'm proud that the University of Tennessee does not tolerate antisemitism, many
students shared stories of less supportive environments. Together, we collaborated on strategies to
increase Israel advocacy and combat antisemitism, leaving the conference united and inspired to effect
change on our campuses.

The most memorable moment of the weekend was Havdalah. Hearing hundreds of Zionists welcome the
new week with such pride and passion gave me chills. Rabbi Leor Sinai’s words resonated deeply when he
reminded us that Am Yisrael Chai—"The people of Israel live”"—is not just a phrase but a way of life. The
resilience of the Jewish people, even in the face of immense challenges, serves as a powerful reminder of
our strength and unity.

This conference was a transformative experience that reinforced my commitment to Israel and the Jewish
people. | left feeling proud of my heritage and motivated to make a difference. It reminded me of the
importance of leadership and community, and | look forward to bringing this renewed energy and purpose
back to my campus and beyond. Am Yisrael Chai!”

- Jonah Hodes
Nursing Student at the University of Tennessee
www.linkedin.com/in/jonahhodes




Machanooga is a joint program between

nann
Mizpah and B’nai Zion that serves children Byt GVl la]s 51

from pre-K to 8th grade. e S

Jen Lewis Traci Sloan
Co-Director Co-Director
roshnooga@gmail.com

Machahooga 2¢/25
SESSION 1 SESSION 11
August 18 Janhuary 12
August 25 Jahuary 26
September 15 February 2
September22 February 9
Qctober & February 23
October 27 [ March 2
November 3 March 9 - PURIM
November 10 March 30
Machanooga discussed Noah'’s Ark with a visit from For Fox Sake N‘;‘femie;” | :DT'IIG
Wildlife Rescue. They brought an Albino Racoon and an Eastern Box gece::be:; - r::vfs?
Turtle. The students enjoyed learning about these special animals. December 15

lyake t g

MACHANOOGA WISHES EVERYONE A
HAPPY AND HEALTHY CHANUKAH!



923 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37403
423-267-9771
www.mizpahcongregation.org
office@mizpahcongregation.org

est. 1866 h

CONGREGATION

Page Editor: Richard Zachary

We are a welcoming and inclusive
congregation, offering worship, learning,
social action, and social programming that

enhances the lives of our members, helping us
as we make choices of our lives that we might
better ourselves and our world by our actions.

ot
‘SHABBAT

3RD SHABBAT EACH MONTH:

TOT SHABBAT
SHIREI SHALOM 6:00 pm

Sabbath of Song and Meditation

et

HIREI SHALOM
nbbat

5:15 pm

a

FIRST FRIDAY
FAMILY SHABBAT

FIRST FRIDAY EACH
MONTH

DECEMBER 6, 2024
SERVICES: 6:00 PM
DINNER: 7:00 PM

KID-FRIENDLY, VEGGIE & GLUTEN EREE OPTION
PLEASE RSVP TO ATTEND
OFFICE: 423-267-9771 OR
OFFICE@MIZPAHCONGREGATION.ORG
ADULT MEMBERS: $12 ADULT NON: $15
AGE 13-22 $9 AGE 13-22 NON $11
UNDER 12 NO CHARGE

MIZPAH TORAH STUDY

9:15 am Shabbat
Bagels and lox prior -
Mizpah Feinstein Hall

Wednesday Morning Mussar
Wednesdays 7:30 am via ZOOM
Contact Rabbi Lewis to enroll

Mussar is a 1,000 year old tradition of Jewish study of which
the focus is practical application of our sacred teachings into
the ethics by which we guide our lives. We will explore vari-
ous related texts from Talmud, and other books of Jewish law,
theology, and practice. Bring your coffee, a bagel or nosh if
you like, and let Torah provide you extra energy sustenance
for the rest of the day.

S e e~
o INUKKAH 7 M
T

i BAKE-SALE

SUNDPAY, DECEMBER S
2500 PM = B:00 PM
FRINSTEIN HALL

FORGET AMAZON OR THE MALL WHEN IT COMES TO
HOLIDAY GIFTS, WHY NOT SUPPORT OUR VERY OWN
MEMBERS WHO ARE HARDWORKING ARTISTS/AND
CULINARIANS BRINGING CREATIVITY AND INSPIRATION
TO OUR LIVES. YOU CAN SHOP IN FEINSTEIN HALL AND
AVOID ALL THECROWDS. FROM HANDMADE
WOCDWORKING, PAINTING, AND:GLASS FUSING TO
JEWISH DESSERTS.

COME CELEBRATE

Thegd
CONGREGATION

HANUKKAH

FRIDAY, 12/ 27/ 2

BRISKET DINNER, LATKES,
VEGGIE, SALAD BAR AND
DESSERTS
CHICKEN NUGGETS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN
VEGGIE & GLUTEN FREE OPTION

Please RSVP to the office at 423-267-9771 or
email: office®mizpahcongregtion.org

Adult Members: $12 Adult Non-Members: $15
Age 13-22: 59 Age 13-22 Non-Members: $12
Under 12: No Charge Under 12: No Charge

Services Start at 6:00 PM

Bring your Hanukkiah we will light
the 3nd candle together




Celebrate and Enrich Jewish Life 6210 Airpark Dr.

B’nai Zign Chattanooga, TN 37421

B’'nai Zion's vision is to inspire a vibrant, uplifting, Congregation 423-894-8900
and inclusive community connected to the www.bnaizioncongregation.com
dynamic traditions of Conservative Judaism. office@bzcongregation.com

Join us in the North Georgia mountains for a
fun-filled, family-friendly, all-inclusive weekend
with members of our community and a chance
to schmooze with others from around

the Southeast.

Southern S5chmooze at Ramah Darom
70 Darom Lane, Clayton, GA 30525

January 31-Feb 2, 2025

$185/per person (ages 3 & up)
$36/per infant (ages 2 & under)

This all-inclusive price covers your activities, programming,
comfortable hotel or cabin accommeodations and delicious
kosher meals, snacks and drinks.

Learn more and register today!

B'nai Zion Calendar
——

Friday Night - Kabbalat Shabbat: 6:00 pm

Shabbat Morning Services: 9:30 am
BSI: Dec. 4, 11, and 18

Minyan & Foundations: Tuesdays, beginning at
6:00 pm via Zoom

Weekly Parsha Study: Sundays, 7:00pm

Jews & Brews
Shabbat Muffins
Lunch & Learn
Jammies & Jeans
Hanukkah Party
Potluck Shabbat

December

Lunch & Learn

—ramahdarom.org/schmooze

BZ Hanukkah Party

Thursday, December 26
5:30pm
Social Hall

Bring your favorite hanukkiah
for a fun community
gathering with jelly donuts,
hot cider, and a latke bar!

Blessing of the Animals 2024 was PURRfect!

POTLUCK
KABBALAT
SHABBAT

Fridays at 6:00pm
December 6 & 27
Social Hall

Celebrote Shabbat with o

dairy potluck dinner!




950 Vine Street
Chattanooga TN 37403
423-490-1106
www.jewishchatt.com
rabbi@jewishchatt.com

Chabad is a philosophy, a movement,
and an organization.
Chabad is an educational organization dedicated

to helping every Jew, regardless of background,
affiliation, or personal level of observance,
to increase their level of Jewish knowledge,
enthusiasm, and commitment.

CHABAD HEBREW SCHOOL

Our Chabad Hebrew School'’s
“Light House: Making My Home
Hashem'’s Home" curriculum is off
to an amazing start! Our students
have dived into interactive STEM
activities, crafts and meaningful
lessons on Shabbat, blessings and
more. The excitement is palpable!
We’'re thrilled to see our young
learners shine brighter with each
passing week! Follow us on social
media for a weekly recap of our
Hebrew School classes!

’ -'\‘. ; 'i..’ 4 u;"
. THURSDAY,DECEMBER26 |, "
-~ 2ND NIGHT OF CHANUKAH

Skate to Jewish Music
Light the Giant Ice Menorah
Bruce's Latkes and Sufganiyot ‘s
DRIVE A CARIN THE PARADE!!!
Limited Menorah supply

Call 423.490.1106
email parade@JewishChatt.com

A Pre-Chanukah Ladies night out

MENORAHS & MARTINS

Thursday | 12.12.24 | 6:30 PM
Cost: $20

our own

M of wome
Chanukah story!

RSVP: JewishChatt.com/martini Chattanscoga




Hadassah enhances the health and lives of people
in Israel, the United States and worldwide.
By connecting and empowering Jewish women

to effect change, we are the women who do.
Now, and always, we are Hadassah.
Be proud of who you are, Hadassah women.

HADASSAH
Chattanooga

Judy Sachsman

& Beth Thomas

Co-Presidents of Chattanooga
Chapter of Hadassah

Millie Lander,

Treasurer

FOLLOW YOUR HEART TO NASHVILLE

“Follow Your Heart to Nashville” was the theme of the Supersouth
TriRegion Conference with special guest Carol Ann Schwartz, Hadassah
National President. The conference included Shabbat with a touch of
twang, “Confronting Antisemitism in Our Communities,” “Stories of
Resilience from the Hadassah Youth Villages,” and so much more.
EEMEY '|| t | B

PN S e

National Hadassah President pins Gold
Keeper on Judy Sachsman

at the Tri Region Conference.

HIGH HOLIDAY GREETING CARD
One more thank you to all the members who
supported the High Holiday Greeting card.
Together we surpassed last year's total by
$500! Donations will support the new Gandel
Rehabilitation Center at Hadassah Hospital on
Mount Scopus. This is the only rehabilitation
center in the Jerusalem area, and it provides
mental and physical care to awide demographic
including IDF members, civilian casualties
of terrorist attacks, the elderly, and those
recovering from various medical conditions.
“Together we can heal!”

TRIPS TO ISRAEL
When Israel opens for tourists, be ready; it will
need us visitors! May we spend next year in
Jerusalem in 5785.

DONATION BOXES
From Thanksgiving through Chanukah, Hadassah will have collection
boxes at the JCC for donations to the Brainerd Food Pantry and Room
in the Inn, a home for women in need and their dependents (toiletries
and related supplies). And thank you to Carla Morrow for chairing this
project. Whenever it is convenient, stop by the JCC and drop off your
non-perishable donations, starting Dec. 2.

ANNUAL CHANUKAH CELEBRATION
The Annual Chanukah Hadassah-Federation dinner and candle
lighting celebration is scheduled for Dec. 30, on the sixth night. Bring
your menorah and family and join in the Chattanooga community
celebration!

HEALTH CRUISE
Another "Health Cruise,” currently in the design mode with Bev

Coulter, is planned for next spring. And save Mar. 6, early evening,
for Hadassah's annual hamantaschen bake and learning; this time
Hadassah will celebrate in the new kitchen at B'nai Zion!

Annual Giving enables Hadassah to provide
ongoing reliable funds for its many projects
such as: Hadassah Medical Organization, which
supports saving lives, healing, research, and
cutting edge medicine at its two Jerusalem
hospitals; Youth Aliyah, which educates and
nurtures children at risk; and Young Judaea
scholarships, which enables children to attend
camp and young adults to spend a “gap” year
in Israel.

Annual Givers start with:
Chai Society members ($180/year)
Silver Chai members ($360/year)
Traditional Keepers ($1,000/year)
Chai Keepers ($1,800/year)

New Silver Keepers ($2,500/year)
Golden Keepers ($5,000/year)

Those who are already Annual Givers should consider
increasing donations or stepping up to the next level.
Contact Dana Waxler at dwaxler@hadassah.org.

By connecting and empowering
women to effect change, we are
the women who do. Be proud of
who you are, Hadassah women.
Hadassah means lifechanging.




© LEGACY SOCIETY

JOIN THE JEWISH FEDERATION LEGACY SOCIETY

The Legacy Society is made up of individuals who, in the tradition of our Jewish faith, wish to share their blessings
with others by providing for the future needs of the Jewish community. There are a number of ways to contribute
to the Jewish Federation’s Endowment through estate planning: a bequest in a will, contribution of the remainder
of an IRA or other retirement plan, a life insurance policy, charitable remainder trust, donor advised fund, charitable
gift annuity, piece of real estate, securities or other property, or the donation of other assets. However they
choose to contribute, Legacy Society members can be sure that their planned gift will turn their dreams or a strong

future Jewish community into a reality. Join today.

Anonymous (2) Center, Marilyn Hanan, Rachel Lebovitz, Michael Rosenfeld, Roy
Allen, Amelia* Cohen, Tal Hanan, Victor* Levine, Lawrence* Sachsman, Judy
Allen, Owen Cohn, Herb Hill, J.R. Lewis, Art Schwartz, Holly
Alper, Maxine* Cohn, Sue* Hochman, Colman* Lewis, Vicki Schwartz, Skip
Balser, Jeff Cowan, Rob Hochman, Lynn Lowe, Beth Siskin, Pris
Balser, Robin Diamond, Karen Hodes, Alvin* Lowe, Rob Sivils, Janet
Barukh, Rebecca DiStefano, David Hodes, Andy Lowy, Pamela Spector, Linda
Berz, Bob DiStefano, Susan Hodes, Melody Lowy, Sam Spector, Mark*
Binder, Claire Dittus, Sandy Howard, Lynn Malsh, Rebecca* Spector, Mike
Black, Bonnie Dropkin, Warren Israel, David Nash, lke* Susman, Gail
Black, Stephen Dzik, Michael Israel, Scott Oxenhandler, Barbara Susman, Joel*
Bogo, Jerry Dzik, Paula Jaffe, Dot* Parker, Jordan Weiner, Cara
Bogo, Rosalee Fairchild, David Jaffe, Sam* Posternack, Warren White-Dropkin,
Bohn, Jerry* Frank, Estelle* Lakow, Harry* Pregulman, Helen Donna
Brooks, Ellyn Gelburd, Alexander Lebovitz, Alison Richelson, Alan Winer, David
Brooks, John Sheldon Lebovitz, Alan Richelson, Miriam* Winer, Elaine
Brouner, Betsy Goler, Marilyn Lebovitz, Betty Rose, Cassie Winer, Finette
Brouner, Lee Hanan, Jan Lebovitz, Charles Rose, Kevin Winer, Sanford

Center, Austin Hanan, Michael Lebovitz, Lauren Zachary, Richard

Rosenfeld, Jackie

* Deceased

Thank
See how easy it is to join the Legacy Society! ank you

Call Michael Dzik at 493-0270 ext 15.

for insuring
our future.

STAY INFORMED

A full listing of monthly programs is on our website,
www.JewishChattanooga.com, where you can RSVP

CONTACT LIST
Mdzik@JewishChattanooga.com
Amcjunkin@JewishChattanooga.com
Atreadwell@JewishChattanooga.com

Find up-to-date information about online programs,
cancellations and changes in our:

- Weekly Community Email
- Federation Facebook Page

Michael Dzik
Annette McJunkin
Ann Treadwell

(Jewish Federation of Greater Chattanooga) Ofer Musan Israel@JewishChattanooga.com
- Federation Website Lorri Lipski Llipski@Jewishchattanooga.com
(JewishChattanooga.com) Kathryn Wilhoite Alephbet@JewishChattanooga.com
QUESTIONS? Call us! Jake Balser Federation@JewishChattanooga.com
423-493-0270 JenniferWaxenberg, RN Nurse@JewishChattanooga.com
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Shefar

Published ten times a year by the
Jewish Federation of
Greater Chattanooga

Ken Goldsmith, Board Chair
Michael Dzik, Executive Director

The Shofar is mailed at no charge to
local members of the Jewish community.
Cost for out-of-town subscribers is $30/year.

Find us online at
JewishChattanooga.com

Adult $15
$5 Children (5-14)
Under 5 FREE
Family of 4 $30

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 AT 5:30PM
JCC - 5461 NORTH TERRACE

*ENJOY A FESTIVE MEAL WITH FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
(BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND - BALLOON ARTIST)
*BRING A MENORAH: WE'LL PROVIDE THE CANDLES.

Menu: Oven fried chicken, green beans, latkes, sufganiyot;
Vegetarian option available at time of reservation

Register by December 23 at www.jewishchattanooga.com

As part of Hadassah’s Mitzvah Project, please bring unopened toiletries for Room in the Inn and non-perishable foods for the Brainerd Food Pantry.




